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If i attempt to violate the rules of law tliey react against me so as to forestall my
action, if there is still time. Alternatively, they annul it or make my action conform to the
norm if it is already accomplished but capable of being reversed; or they cause me to pay
the. penalty for it if it is irreparable. If purely moral rules are at stake, the public
conscience restricts any act which infringes them by the surveillance it exercises over the
conduct of citizens and by the special punishments it has at its disposal. In other cases the
constraint is less violent; nevertheless, it does not cease to exist. If I do not conform to
ordinary conventions, if in my mode of dress I pay no heed to what is customary in my
country and in my social class, the laughter I provoke, the social distance at which I am
kept, produce, although in a more mitigated form, the same results as any real penalty. In
other cases, although it may be indirect, constraint is no less effective. I am not forced to
speak French with my compatriots, nor to use the legal currency, but it is impossible for
me to do otherwise (Durkheim 1982: 51).
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We can indeed be certain that those states which have become generalized in the
species are more useful than those which have continued to be exceptional. We cannot,

however, be certain that they are the most useful that exist or can exist.
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(Si la douleur est un fait normal, c'est a condition de n'étre pas aime; si le crime est

normal, c'est a condiciond'étre hai).

ZW‘cMW}MM‘JAJJJ
(f pain is a.normal fact, it is none the less disliked; if crime is normal, it isnone the
less detested.)
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(Car s'ill est normal que, dans toute société, il y ait des crimes, il n'est pas moins

normal qu'ils soient punis).
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(For if it is normal for crimes to occur in every society, it is no less normal for them

to be punished).
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(They cannot be reabsorb”ed into the elements without contradiction, since by

definition they presume something other than what those elements contain).
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(Et la présence de ce pouvoir se reconnait a son tour soit a I'existence de quelque

sanction déterminée).

W‘emij}gf’ﬁ'\i‘dﬂ)bj
(The presence of this power is in turn recognizable because of the existence of

somepre-determined sanction).
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