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Extended Abstract

Our concern is with the image of the west in the first Iranian travelogues. How Elements
which shape the west image in these travelogues are assembled? Where is their origin?
How they interact with each other and were narrated? The contemporary image of the
west is an over-determined and dreamlike image-narration. By relying on concepts such
as over determination, different histories, elements, and moments, we try to suggest an
interpretation about the structure of west narration in primary Iranian travelogues. Our
research suggests the idea of the west, in mystical and Sufi doctrine, represents a sequence
of association: material-body-darkness-descend-temptation-guilt-accident. The idea of
the east associates the opposite side of sequence: sprit-gust-light-ascend-certainty-virtue-
essence. These sequences of associations are preconditions of visibility which the first
travelogues experience the geopolitical west. Our research about the origins of the
narrative structure of travelogues about the west suggests that synthesis of the colonial and
the mystical thoughts create a special narration about the east-west relation. East is the
ascending arc and west is the descending arc. This image of east-west relation is one of the
main assumptions of orientalism.

Keywords: Over-determination, imagination, west-east, desire

1. Assistant Professor, Department of cultural studies, Faculty of human sciences, University of
Science and Culture, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)

P< arash.heydari@usc.ac.ir

2. M.A Graduated, Department of cultural studies, Faculty of human sciences, University of
Science and Culture, Tehran, Iran

P4 ali.reza.khodaei.a.g@gmail.com


http://www.isih.ir/article_325.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Vol. 11
No. 4
Autumn 2019

INTRODUCTION

Our concern is with the image of the west in the first Iranian travelogue. How
Elements which shape the west image in these travelogues are assembled? Where is
their origin? How they interact with together and were narrated?

As a form of narration or as a structure of imagination, the writings of travelers
about the west are not written based on an empty mind. Subjective dispositions to
experience the west, such as prejudices, are preconditions of the possibility of these
narrations. These prejudices are socio-historical contexts and systematic
imagination which makes new experiences and also makes a meaningful and
organized narration. Paradoxical and different elements assembled as a unified and
meaningful narration. West is created as a bipolar narration in Iranian imagination:
west as the place of darkness and decay in one hand and west as a heavenly civilized
place on the other hand. This bipolar narration is constructed historically and being
reproduced until now. There is a clash between these two main poles of narrating
the west. The opposite sides of these narrations try to make their image as
hegemonic discourse. What is visible for us is the battlefield of narrators but what is
invisible is the conditions of possibility of these narrations. How and when these

narrations are formed?
PURPOSE

Our present image of the west is over-determined. We narrate the west based on
special and singular desiring mechanism, a feeling interwoven between love and
hate, guilty and redemptive, heavenly, and heel. The origin and the logic of This
over-determined image is our main concern. We try to decompose this image in its
elements and understand the underlying logic of the narration structure. What
elements, spring from where, and how are assembled to create the narration of the
west historically. Our task is to analyze the assumptions and prejudices upon which
the image of the west is based.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGICAL
IMPLICATIONS

Over-determination is our central concept. This concept is used by Freud in his
work about dreams. This concept used by Althusser for describing the paradoxes of
structure in the historical moment. Based on the Freudian approach dream is a
condensed image. What we see in manifest content is less than the latent content of
the dream. The task of a dream interpreter is to show how and why the latent
convert to a manifest content in an over-determined image. Different elements



spring from different histories and memory locations and by dream-work functions
are reconstructed as a unified image-narration. This image-narration is paradoxical
but manifests itself as a unified and integrated narration. Shared associations of
these different elements-from different histories- put them together, in other words,
these elements have an elective affinity.

Present research tries to; firstly, decompose the unified image in its element, just
like what Freud did in the interpretation of dream. These elements are historical
prejudices which shaped around a signifier: The west. Secondly, these materials,
such as historical narrations, and their condensation will be discussed. Our task
cannot be accomplished simply by describing a historical context or subjective
orientations toward the west. Our question is to be answered upon the mechanism
of assemblage and different repetition-reconstruction of the past. Our material is
the theosophical tales, as the elements, and the writings of travelers as the moment
of narration.

RESULT

Over-determined image of the west springs from theosophical narrations but is not
as same as them. This image-narration is an emergent property. The new
reconstruction of mystical tales about east-west (as symbolic places) which
represents light-darkness has an associative shifting in travelogues tales about the
west. Symbolic west (as the place of decay and darkness) imposes itself to
geopolitical west. In another word, geopolitical-cultural west is understood and
interpreted based on theosophical prejudices and symbolic tales about the east-west
dualism.

The idea of the west, in mystical and Sufi doctrine, represents a sequence of
association: material-body-darkness-descend-temptation-guilt-accident. The idea of
the east associates the opposite side of sequence: sprit-gust-light-ascend-certainty-
virtue-essence. These sequences of associations are those preconditions of visibility
which the first travelogues experience the geopolitical west. Geopolitical and
cultural west emerged through the shadow of symbolic-mystical west. This process
creates a narration which is the repetition of associations but in a new formation.
This new formation abducts the past elements but has discontinuity with the order
of elements in the past mystical-symbolic tales. The west as a mystical-theosophical
geography has connotations that instilled in the understanding of geopolitical-
cultural west. Bodily-material aspects of the west in symbolic tales created a special
economy of desire which jumps into new formation of the west in first travelogue
narrations. The Erotic, bodily and, enjoyment in one hand and the inferior, dark
and humiliating aspects. One the other hand assembled and creates a narration. In
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some narrations, enjoyment and heavenly aspects are dominated and in another
image of the darkness and degeneration. In any way, this twofold image created a
bipolar and ambivalent desire encounter with the west.

DISCUSSION

Our research about the origins of the narrative structure of travelogues about the
west suggests that synthesis of the colonial and the mystical thoughts create a special
narration about the east-west relation. East is the ascending arc and west is the
descending arc. This image of east-west relation is one of the main assumptions of

orientalism.
CONCLUSION

Our analysis of the assumptions and prejudices underlying the idea-image of the
west reaches to the conclusion that, although it is the subject of different narrations,
the structure of the image-idea of the west is a new emergence of theosophical and
mystical tales of east-west in Iranian Sufism. This mode of emergence is a new one
not an indifferent repetition of the past. This image fulfills colonial desires not just
for colonizers but also for colonized. Making the east as the origin of sprit has
another meaning: the east does not have a history because it does not have the
material. In another way making the west as a site of materiality and bodily
emergence leads to phantasmagorical encounters.

NOVELTY

The novelty of present research is in its immanent understanding of the historical
context. There are a lot of texts researching about the representation of the west in
Iranian mentality, but most of them are transcendental interpretations. Most of
previous researches in this field tried to show there are deficit and absence of
knowledge in understanding the west, but our research emphasis on the positivity
of imagination not just negativity of the reason. How historical elements of the past
make something possible. Our research simultaneously focused on the genealogical
trends and practical effects of the narration.
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