Journal of Resistance Literature
Faculty of Literature and Humanities
Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman
Year VY, Number Y)Y, Autumn and Winter Y+ Y3-Y. Y.

The Role of Debate in Political Protests Expression
Contemplating the Literary Texts through the ¢-Vth Century AH

Maryam Bolouri'

Abstract

If we consider part of resistance literature as a protest to the ruling
class, undoubtedly poor and needy people are the most prominent in
this respect. By examining literary texts, one thing which is strikingly
prominent is the way of protesting, in addition to the courage and
dignity of this group. The purpose of this article is to look more
closely at the objections raised in the literary texts of the fourth
century until the end of the seventh century and a common feature of
these political criticisms. By studying poetry and prose texts, common
features were seen in most of the works, and the results of the surveys
showed that the objecting method of old women, farmers, dervishes,
ascetics, and even crazy people, is based on dialogue and debate, of
course, an unequal debate that on one side of this is usually a powerful
kingdom, and the other is a widow or a dervish one. These debates,
which are generally pursued by the king and start with the intention of
humiliating is followed up by the second party, who first shows
himself unwitting, and are ended in a marvelous way in his favor. The
reason for the superiority of these eloguent poor people is having
eloguence and rhetoric in their speech, and their words are mostly
adorned with verbal and spiritual ornaments. Here are some examples
of these debates.
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V. Introduction

Resistance literature exists in all types of literary genres and has its
specific features considering the literary genre. In Persian, it could be
assumed that protest literature has its roots mostly in religion,
mysticism, morality, epic and facetiousness. For instance, in Persian
literary prose in ¢-V'" century AH, it has occurred that a commander
started a conversation with the poor and oppressed in order to amuse
himself and teased them by bragging about his authorities. These sorts
of conversations that firstly initiate with the intention of teasing on
behalf of the commander, mostly were used to face the addressee’s
indifference; however, at the end, the mentioned addressee, prostrated
the mighty rival by an effective talkback.

Y. Discussion

The common point of the debates between the kings and the noble
oppressed is their victory in eloquence and fluency, which is
accompanied by some kind of verbal beauty. What makes the poor
and the oppressed win the debates is their application of all kinds of
figures of speech that are reflected in the prose. The following essay
will discuss eloquence and rhetoric features that exist in political and
critical debates.

¥. Conclusion

Following conclusions could be derived from the present study:
Y- A considerable part of protest literature existing in the prose has
been formed based on conversations and debates even though in short,
and the protestors are mostly the poor including old thorn gatherers,
dervishes and the pious, secluded sages and widows who have
recognized eloguence the best fighting weapon. It is worth mentioning
that poets, ministers and knights have had a role according to the
literary genre.
Y- The mentioned debates are not between two real people.
Sometimes, the addressee is an imaginary person, maybe a written
letter. Sometimes the protestor has secluded himself and has a
personal debate.
Y- Although the protestors do not hold a high social class and the
king's purpose is to tease and humiliate them, the mentioned
conversations have ended in favor of them and against the king.
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¢- The poor's resistance literature, among whom even the demented

exist, is adorned by rhetoric, eloquence and figures of speech, each
of which has played an essential role in the appeal of the protestors'
language: synonymy, paradox, simile, positive interrogation, allegory,
symbol, irony, etc., to name a few.
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