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Abstract

There is a group of verbs which lost part of their semantic content in the process of Persian language evolution and
became light verbs. Accordingly, to convey the stative and eventive concepts, the so-called light verbs co-occurred with
preverbal elements of noun, adjective or prepositional phrase and formed light verb constructions. The study of these
constructions becomes one of the challenging issues in modern linguistics. Light verb constructions are so frequent in
Persian verbal system and it doubles the importance of their study in this language. The present study attempts to
answer an important question related to these constructions in the light of Distributed Morphology (Halle & Marantz,
1993; Marantz, 2013); why just some Persian verbs (not all the verbs) changed into light verbs? And, was this selection
random or systematic? In spite of its importance, this question has not attracted the attention of the researchers. The
present study presents an analytical presentation of this systematic selection and provides evidence to support this
systematicity with respect to under-specification and subset principle of Distributed Morphology. Among these
evidence is the determination of the nature and position of 21 Persian-language style verbs in Levin's (1993)
classification, the use of a method based on Lesk (1986) algorithm, and the suggestion of a new classification of light
verbs based on semantic priming in which the verbs are classified into statives and eventives and then the eventive
verbs are classified into change of state, change of possession, change of place and performatives. All these evidence
demonstrate the fact that it is the particular semantic nature of these verbs that predispose them to light verbalization.
This evidence indicates that it is the particular semantic nature of these verbs that has made them prone to become light
verbs.
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. be, stay and go
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8.change of state in a context

9. cover, cut, have, know, is, move and do
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(11). Demand: request firmly
Request: demand gently
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Persian LVs Verb Class Representat Examples
ive verb
da:shtan (to have) state verbs be, have be, have
kardan (to do) do verbs do accomplish, complete, perform
shodan (to become) verbs of creation and turn turn, reform, transform, pass into
gashtan (to turn) transformation grow develop, evolve, grow
goza:shtan (to put) verbs of putting put arrange, immerse, install, lodge,
mount, place
keshidan (to pull) verbs of exerting force pull jerk, pull, yank
didan (to see) verbs of perception see detect, discern, notice
zadan (to hit) verbs of contact by hit bang, bash, batter, beat, bump
impact
da:dan (to give)
bakhshidan (to give, verbs of change of give lease, lend, loan, pass, pay, repay,
to grant) possession sell
gereftan (to get) get gain, gather, get, hire, keep
verbs o obtaining
yaftan (to obtain) obtain acquire, receive, obtain, grab
bastan (to tie) tape verbs tie, tape anchor, band, belt, bracket
?a:madan (to come) come come, climb
?a:vardan (to bring) . bring lead, transfer, conduct
_ _ motion verbs _ _
residan (to arrive) arrive advance, arrive, ascend
raftan (to go) go depart, descend
fall (Yofta:dan) fall fall, flee, go, leave, plunge, recede,
return
?anda:khtan(to throw) verbs of throwing throw bash, bat, bunt, cast
bordan (to take) verbs of sending take carry, transport, accompany
khordan (to collide) verbs of contact contact, Collide
collide
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Persian FVs English Class Class Name
Counterpart Number
?a:ra:stan to decorate 9.8 Put verbs: verbs of describing the resulting state of a
location
?a:ra:midan to calm 311 Psyche verbs: verbs of change in emotional state
?a:zordan to annoy 311 Psyche verbs: verbs of change in emotional state
?a:zmu:dan to test 354
Pa:su:dan to relieve 311 Psyche verbs: verbs of change in emotional state
?a:shamidan to drink 39.1 Eat verbs: verbs of ingesting
?a:shoftan to fret 31.3 Psyche verbs: marvel verbs
?a:ga:zidan to initiate 55.1 Aspectual verbs: verbs that describe the initiation,
termination or continuation
?a:qgeshtan to dip 9.3 Funnel verbs: putting an entity in some location in some
manner
?a:faridan to create 26.4 Create verbs: verbs of creation and transformation
?a:kandan to fill 9.8 Put verbs: fill verbs
?a:lu:dan to pollute 9.8 Put verbs: fill verbs
?a:morzidan to forgive 33 Judgment verbs
?a:muxtan to learn 14 Learn verbs: transfer of possession
?a:mixtan to mix 22.1 Mix verbs: verbs of combining and attaching
Pa:vixtan to dangle 9.2 Put verbs: put in a spatial configuration
?a:hixtan to draw 12 Verbs of exerting forces
Parzidan to cost 54.2 Measure verbs: cost verbs
?afrashtan to raise 94 Put verbs: verbs of putting with specified direction
Pafruxtan to provoke 31.1 Psyche verbs: verbs of change in emotional state
?afzudan to add 22.1 Mix verbs: verbs of combining and attaching
?afshandan to scatter 9.7 Put verbs: Spray/load verbs
?afkandan to throw 171 Verbs of throwing: throw verbs
?anba:shtan to stow 9.1 Put verbs: verbs of putting
?anja:midan to 55.1 Aspectual verbs: verbs that describe the initiation,
eventuate termination or continuation
?andu:xtan to stash 9.1 Put verbs: verbs of putting
?andu:dan to coat 9.8 Put verbs: fill verbs
?andishidan to think 294 Verbs of predicate complement: Declare verbs
?enga:shtan to presume 29.4 Verbs of predicate complement: Declare verbs
?angixtan to 31.1 Psyche verbs: verbs of change in emotional state
stimulate
?0ba:shtan to mount 9.1 Put verbs: verbs of putting
?ista:dan to stand 9.2 Put verbs: Put in a spatial configuration
ba:ftan to weave 26.1 Build verbs: verbs of creation and transformation
baxshu:dan to excuse 33 Judgment verbs
boridan to cut 211 Verbs of cutting: verbs of separation in material
integrity
Parastidan to worship 31.2 Psyche verbs: admire verbs
Porsidan to ask 37.1 Verbs of communication: verbs of transfer of message
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parvardan to nurture 26.2 Grow verbs: verbs of creation and transformation
Paridan to jump 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
pazhmordan to wilt 47.8 Verbs of change of state verbs of entity specific change
of state
pazhu:hidan to search 35.2 Verbs of searching: search verbs
pasandidan to admire 31.2 Psyche verbs: admire verbs
pala:sidan to wither 45.5 Verbs of change of state: verbs of specific change of
state
Persian FVs English Class Class Name
Counterpart Number
penda:shtan to imagine 29.2 Verbs with predicate complement: characterize verb
pu:sidan to decay 47.2 Verbs of existence: verbs of entity specific modes of
being
pu:shidan to wear 41.3.1 Verbs of grooming and bodily care: verbs of dressing:
simple verbs of dressing
pu:idan to hasten 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
pichidan to twine 22.2 Verbs of combining and attaching: amalgamate verbs
pira:stan to dress up 41.1.1 Verbs of grooming and bodily care:verbs of caring for
the whole body: dress verbs
peymu:dan to travel 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
peyvastan to join 28.1 Verbs of combining and attaching: mix verbs
ta:xtan to rush 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
ta:ftan to twist 51.3.1 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: roll verbs
tapidan to beat 18.1 Verbs of contact by impact: hit verbs
tara:shidan to shave 10.4.1 Verbs of removing: wipe verbs: manner subclasses
tra:vidan to ooze 43.4 Verbs of emission: verbs of substance emission
tarsidan to fear 31.3 Psyche verbs: manner verbs
torshidan to sour 454 Verbs of change of state: other alternating verbs of
change of state
terkidan to blow 23.2 Verbs of separating and disassembling: split verbs
teka:ndan to shake 47.3 Verbs of existence: verbs of mode of being involving
motion
tanidan to spin 26.1 Verbs of creation and transformation: build verbs
jastan to escape 51.1 Verbs of motion: verbs of inherently directed motion
jostan to seek 35.6 Verbs of searching: ferret verbs
jangidan to fight 36.3 Verbs of social interaction: meet verbs
ju:shidan to boil 45.3 Verbs of change of state: cooking verbs
javidan to chew 39.2 Verbs of ingesting: chew verbs
jahidan to leap 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
cha:pidan to plunder 10.6 Verbs of removing: verbs of processional deprivation :
cheat verbs
charxidan to twirl 51.3.1 Verbs of motion: manner of motion: roll verbs
xoru:shidan to roar 37.3 Verbs of communication: verbs of manner of speaking
xaridan to buy 135.1 Verbs of change of possession: verbs of obtaining: get
verbs
xoshkidan to dry 45.4
setodan to take 10.5 Verbs of removing: verbs of possessional deprivation
sotu:dan to praise 33 Judgment verbs
setizidan to quarrel 36.1 Verbs of social interaction: correspond verbs
soru:dan to sing 37.3 Verbs of communication: verbs of manner of speaking
bal?idan to swallow 39.3 Verbs of ingesting: Gobble verbs
bu:dan to exist 47.1 Verbs of existence : exist verb
bu:sidan to Kiss 36.2 Verbs of social interaction: marry verbs
bu:?idan to smell 43.3 Verbs of emission: verbs of smell emission
bixtan to sift 23.3 Verbs of separating and disassembling: disassemble
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pa:shidan to sprinkle 9.7 Verbs of putting: spray/load verbs
pa:ludan to cleans 10.6 Verbs of removing: verbs of possessional deprivation
poxtan to cook 45.3 Verbs of change of state: cooking verbs
paziroftan to accept 13.5.2 Verbs of change of possession: verbs of obtaining:
obtain verbs
parda:xtan to pay 13.1 Verbs of change of possession: give verbs
shekastan to break 23.2 Verbs of separating and disassembling: split verbs
shekoftan to blossom 454 Verbs of change of state: verbs of entity specific modes
of state
shemordan to count 29.2 Verbs with predicative complement: characterize verb
shena:xtan to 30.2 Verbs of perception: sight verbs
recognize
shenidan to hear 30.1 Verbs of perception: see verbs
talabidan to ask 37.1 Verbs of communication: verbs of transfer of message
goridan to roar 37.3 Verbs of communication: verbs of manner of speaking
Persian FVs English Class Class Name
Counterpart Number
mordan to die 48.2 Verbs of appearance, disappearance and occurrence:
verbs of disappearance
makidan to suck 39.2 Verbs of ingesting: chew verbs
mu:lidan to delay 53.1 Verbs of lingering and rushing: verbs of lingering
larzidan to tremble 47.3 Verbs of existence: verbs of modes of being involving
motion
lagzidan to slip 11.1 Verbs of sending and carrying: send verbs
lamidan to loll 47.6 Verbs of existence: verbs of spatial configuration
langidan to limp 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
lehidan to squash 26.5 Verbs of creation and transformation: Knead verbs
lisidan to lick 39.2 Verbs of ingesting: chew verbs
ma:sidan to 45.4 Verbs of change of state: externally caused
Coagulate
ma:lidan to rub 9.7 Put verbs: spray/load verbs
ma:ndan to stay 46 Lodge verbs
nu:shida to drink 39.1 Verbs of ingestion: eat verbs
naha:dan to put 9 Put verbs: verbs of putting
nahoftan to hide 16 Verbs of concealment
niyushidan to hearken 35.5 Verbs of searching: rummage verbs
vazidan to blow 57 Weather verbs
sereshtan to create 26.4 Verbs of creation and transformation: create verbs
soridn to slide 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion: roll verbs
sazidan
softan to 21.2 Verbs of cutting: carve verbs
perforate
segalidan to think 29.4 Verbs with predicative complement: declare verbs
sanjidan to measure 54.1 Measure verbs: register verbs
suxtan to burn 40.8.3 Verbs of involving body: verbs of damage to the body:
hurt verbs
su:dan to grind 21.2 Verbs of cutting: carve verbs
sheta:ftan to hurry 53.2 Verbs of lingering and rushing: verbs of rushing
shostan to wash 26.3 Verbs of creation and transformation: verbs of
preparing
kavidan to 35.2 Verbs of searching: search verbs
investigate
koshtan to kill 42.1 Verbs of killing: murder verbs
kandan to dig 26.4 Verbs of creation and transformation: create verbs
ku:ftan to bang 9.3 Put verbs: funnel verbs
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goda:xtan to melt 45.4 Verbs of change of state: externally caused
ya:zidan to desire
sheka:ftan to split 23.2 Verbs of separating and disassembling: split verbs
xalidan to prick 40.8.3 Verbs of involving body: verbs of damage to the body:
hurt verbs
Xamidan to lean 9.2 Put verbs: put in a spatial configuration
xa:stan to want 32.1 Verbs of desire: want verbs
Xa:bidan to sleep 40.4 Verbs of involving body: snooze verbs
Xa:ndan to read 37.1 Verbs of communication: verbs of transfer of message
xofidan
xi:sidan to soak 45.4 Verbs of change of state: externally caused
d:nestan to know 29.5 Verbs with predicative complement: conjecture verbs
deraxshi:da to shine 43.1 Verbs of emission: verbs of light emission
n
davidan to run 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
daridan to tear 23.2 Verbs of separating and disassembling: split verbs
dozdidan to steal 10.5 Verbs of removing: verbs of possessional deprivation
damidan to blow 26.1 Verbs of creation and transformation: build verbs
du:xtan to sew 26.1 Verbs of creation and transformation: build verbs
du:shidan to milk 10.7 Verbs of removing: pit verbs
deravidan to harvest 21.2 Verbs of cutting: crane verbs
Persian English Class Class Name
FVs Counterpart Number
robu:dan to seize 13.5.2 Verbs of change of possession: verbs of obtaining:
obtain verbs
rastan to escape 51.1 Verbs of motion: verbs of inherently directed motion
rostan to sprout 434 Verbs of emission: verbs of substance emission
roftan to sweep 9.3 Put verbs: funnel verbs
ragsidan to dance 26.7 Verbs of creation and performance: performance verbs
ramidan to 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
stampede
ranjidan to resent 31.2 Psyche verbs: negative admire verbs
ru: ?idan to grow 45.6 Verbs of change of state: verbs of calibratable change
of state
ri:xtan to pour 9.5 Put verbs: putting things- typically liquids- on surface
or in container
za:ridan to weep 40.2 Verbs of involving body: verbs of nonverbal
expression
ziistan to live 46 Lodge verbs
zodu:dan to rub 10.4.1 Verbs of removing: wipe verbs: manner subclass
sa:xtan to build 26.1 Verbs of creation and transformation: build verbs
sepordan to leave 15.2 Hold and keep verbs: keep verbs
mu: ?idan to mourn 31.2 Psyche verbs: negative admire verbs
na:lidan to moan 40.2 Verbs of involving body: verbs of nonverbal
expression
na:midan to name 29.3 Verbs with predicative complement: dub verbs
neshastan to sit 9.2 Put verbs: verbs with spatial configuration
neku:hidan to blame 33 Judgment verbs
nega:shtan to draw 26.7 Verbs of creation and transformation: performance
verbs
negaristan to look 30.4 Verbs of perception: stimulus subject perception
nemu:dan to show 48.1.2 Verbs of appearance, disappearance and occurrence:
reflexive verbs of appearance
nava:xtan to play 26.7 Verbs of creation and transformation: performance

verbs
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navardidan to travel 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
neveshtan to write 37.1 Verbs of communication: verbs of transfer of a
message
chasbidan to stick 22.3 Verbs of combining and attaching: shake verbs
cheshidan to taste 30.1 Verbs of perception: see verbs
chekidan to drip 43.3 Verbs of emission: verbs of substance emission
chela:ndan to squeeze 9.3 Put verbs: put an entity in some location in some
manner
chamidan to traipse 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
chidan to arrange 26.1 Verbs of creation and transformation: build verbs
xa:ridan to itch 40.8 Verbs of bodily state and damage to the body: pain
verbs
xa:stan to rise 45.6 Verbs of change of state: verbs of calibratable change
of state
xa: Pidan to gnaw 39.2 Verbs of ingesting: chew verbs
xara:shidan to scratch 40.8.3 Verbs of bodily state and damage to the body: pain
verbs: hurt verbs
xara:midan to strut 51.3.2 Verbs of motion: manner of motion verbs: run verbs
feresta:dan to send 11.1 Verbs of sending and carrying: send verbs
farsu:dan to erode 45.4 Verbs of change of state: verbs of entity specific
change of state
foru:xtan to sell 13.1 Verbs of change of possession: give verbs
fariftan to defraud 10.6 Verbs of removing: verbs of possessional deprivation:
cheat verbs
ga:pidan to snatch 135.2 Verbs of change of possession: verbs of obtaining:
obtain verbs
ka:stan to decrease 45.6 Verbs of change of state: verbs of calibratable change
of state
ka:shtan to plant 9.7 Put verbs: spray/load verbs
geravidan to convert 26.6 Verbs of creational and transformation: turn verbs
geristan to weep 40.2 Verbs of involving body: verbs of nonverbal
expression
goza:rdan to perform 26.7 Verbs of creation and performance: performance verbs
gozidan to choose 29.2 Verbs with predicative complement: characterize
verbs
goma:rdan to appoint 29.1 Verbs with predicative complement: appoint verbs
Persian English Class Class Name
FVs Counterpart Number
gostardan to spread 48.1.1 Verbs of appearance, disappearance and occurrence:
verbs of appearance: appearance verbs
gosixtan to tear 48.1 Verbs of appearance, disappearance and occurrence:
verbs of appearance
goshudan to open 45.4 Verbs of change of state: other verbs of change of
state
goftan to say 37.1 Verbs of communication: say verbs
goma:shtan to appoint 29.1 Verbs with predicative complement: appoint verbs
gonjidan
gandidan to decay 45.5 Verbs of change of state: verbs of entity specific
change of state
hara:sidan to fear 31.3 Psyche verbs: marvel verbs
heshtan to leave 51.1 Verbs of motion: verbs of inherently directed motion
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