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Abstract

In the criminal jurisprudence, It is kind of an established and generally
accepted maxim that we must never punish anyone for his mere thought (or
thoughts) including his feelings, desires, fantasies, wishes, beliefs, and
unexecuted intentions. Generally It seems that there are more or less
convincing reasons that we must avoid punishing mere thought due to its
unacceptable and undesirable consequences for both the individual and the
society. In this paper, however, | will investigate into some discussions
about the justification related to the maxim that any criminalization of mere
thought is intrinsically (i.e., consequentially-independent) morally unjust and
hence is culpably wrong. My investigation is here mostly confined to one
kind of mere thought, that is, unexecuted intentions, leaving some important
kinds such as fundamentalist or racist beliefs untouched. I will show that
unexecuted intentions can be regarded as more or less harmful, culpably
wrong, in section 3, and provable, in section 4, and hence we should find
more uncontroversial grounds to secure our more or less common and shared
intuition about the respected maxim that punishing mere thought seems to be
altogether unacceptable. The paper doesn’t claim that provide convincing
arguments for the criminalization of mere thought. Rather its modest claim is
that some of the established arguments against the criminalization of mere
thought need to be reconsidered.

Keywords: Mere thought, Action, Intention, The principle of harm,
liability.
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