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1. World Report on Violence and Health (2002)  

2. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993), Article 2: Violence against women shall 

be understood to encompass, but not be limited to, the following: (a) Physical, sexual and psychological 

violence occurring in the family, including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household, 

dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to 

women, non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation. 
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1. WHO, Fact sheet: Violence against women: Intimate partner and sexual violence against women (2017). 

2. Concluding observations on the second periodic report of the Islamic Republic of Iran, adopted by the 

Committee at its fiftieth session (29 April-17 May 2013), The Committee is concerned that domestic violence, 

including marital rape, is not specifically criminalized in domestic legislation. It is also concerned that victims 

of domestic violence do not have adequate access to effective means of redress and immediate protection (art. 

10).  
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3.Handbook for legislation on violence against women (2010)  

4. Specifically criminalize sexual assault within a relationship (i.e., “marital rape”), either by: providing that 

sexual assault provisions apply “irrespective of the nature of the relationship” between the perpetrator and 

complainant; or stating that “no marriage or other relationship shall constitute a defence to a charge of sexual 

assault under the legislation.”  
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6. Article 102 of the Turkish Penal Code (2004): sexual assault as an offence of violating the bodily integrity 

of another person by means of sexual conduct; rape as the offence of violating the bodily integrity of another 

person, including marriage partner, by means of inserting an organ or an another object into the body. 
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1. Indian Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (2005) 

2. Brazilian Maria da Penha Law (2006) 

3. Draft legislation on family violence in Lebanon, introduced to Parliament (2017) 

4. Acid Crime Prevention Act (2002), Acid Control Act (2002) 

5. Mexican Law on Access of Women to a Life Free of Violence (2007) 

6. Sexual Offences Act (2003) 

7. Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013; Illinois’s Sexual Assault Law; Virginia Sexual 

Battery Laws; Assault and Battery in California,  Sexual Assault Laws for ther States at: 

https://statelaws.findlaw.com/criminal-laws/sexual-assault.html  
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2. Restitution: 8. Offenders or third parties responsible for their behaviour should, where appropriate, make 

fair restitution to victims, their families or dependants. Such restitution should include the return of property 

or payment for the harm or loss suffered, reimbursement of expenses incurred as a result of the victimization, 

the provision of services and the restoration of rights. Compensation: 12. When compensation is not fully 

available from the offender or other sources, States should endeavour to provide financial compensation to (a) 

Victims who have sustained significant bodily injury or impairment of physical or mental health as a result of 

serious crimes. 
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1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): Article 7. All are equal before the law and are entitled 

without any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 

discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination. 
2. Victims should be treated with compassion and respect for their dignity. They are entitled to access to the 

mechanisms of justice and to prompt redress, as provided for by national legislation, for the harm that they 

have suffered.  
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2. 14. Victims should receive the necessary material, medical, psychological and social assistance through 

governmental, voluntary, community-based and indigenous means. 15. Victims should be informed of the 

availability of health and social services and other relevant assistance and be readily afforded access to 

them.16. Police, justice, health, social service and other personnel concerned should receive training to 

sensitize them to the needs of victims, and guidelines to ensure proper and prompt aid. 

3. Article 25 – Support for victims of sexual violence: Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other 

measures to provide for the setting up of appropriate, easily accessible rape crisis or sexual violence referral 

centers for victims in sufficient numbers to provide for medical and forensic examination, trauma support and 

counselling for victims. 
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