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Extended Abstract

The Idea of citizenship and the related rights and duties is at the heart of the basics of the
modern state and its formation, with its very influential role on the legal structures and
processes of decision-making of democratic regimes. The Charter on Citizens™ Rights,
published by the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, confirms and clarifies the
rights and duties of the citizens, and notified them to all governmental offices. Here I
critically evaluate the contents of the Charter by using a multidisciplinary approach,
showing its strengths and weaknesses for further revisions. In what follows, I offer a
review of the history of the development of the idea of citizenship and its philosophical
foundations in the first section. The second section is concerned with presenting very
briefly the three main approaches to citizenship, i.e. the liberal, communitarian and
republican, and their ethical, political, philosophical and sociological dimensions. The
final section focused on the evaluation of some of the main themes of the Charter,
following by some suggestions for further consideration.
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INTRODUCTION

As human social life developed from its simple forms (family, tribe and village) to a
more complex one, i.e. cities or as was understood by ancient Greeks, ‘polity’, a new
kind of identity emerged known as ‘citizenship’. The new complex political entity
required redefining the previously dominant family-based system of rights and
duty, though the birth of the liberal individualistic conception of citizenship had to
wait for another two millenniums. Just as the articulation of the new right-duty
system required a comprehensive understanding of the new social complexity and
political conditions, we, as the habitants of 21st century world, need to update our
understanding of our new identities. Our new identities as citizens of the
contemporary world, however, is better understood by reference to a philosophical
review of this apparently legal concept. In order to achieve a more comprehensive
understanding of what sort of rights and duties stem from the idea of modern
citizenship, therefore, I shall try to put lights on the main dimensions of the
concept, through employing a multidisciplinary approach.

PURPOSE

The significance of a more profound understanding of the ides of citizenship
becomes clearer when we recognize its key role in the emergence of modern state in
general and contemporary democracies in particular. In contemporary Iran as well,
perhaps since the Constitutional Revolution of 1905, the respect for citizens’ rights
has been considered as the central theme of almost all political and social
movements. The Charter of Citizens’ Rights, issued by Hassan Rouhani’s first
cabinet, is considered as an important step towards that historical demand. After a
brief and philosophically oriented review of the historical development of the idea
of citizenship, I discussed shortly the main three approaches to the concept in the
political thought of Liberalism, Communitarianism and Republicanism,
respectively. It helps us in assessing critically The Charter and, I hope, would pave
the way for a more effective edition in the future.

METHODOLOGY

I have employed an interdisciplinary approach in the analysis, evaluation and
critical review of the Charter of Citizen’s Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the present paper.

DISCUSSION

As the basic social reality, the ancient family was not perceived as a group of people
with independent identities and individual conscience, but governed by shared



memories, rituals and roles. The right-duty system, therefore, was governed by
domestic religious beliefs. When cities formed, the same community relationship
transformed to the public life as a status called ‘citizenship’. It was by the birth and
development of Christianity that individualism emerged, for it claims salvation not
for a particular community, but for all human beings. The rights-duty system of
citizenship, however, was still virtue-based. By the emergence of modern morality,
defined as a group of rules that should governs our relationships with other
individuals, the right-duty system centered on the concept of individual. By the
birth of the modern state, the two paradoxical notions of ‘equal citizenship’ and the
‘ethics of authenticity” appeared at the heart of modern politics. Each of the three
main modern approaches to citizenship (liberal, communitarian and republican)
represents different ways of mixing the two notions of the universalistic politics of
equal citizenry and the particularistic politics of dignity. Correspondingly, from the
three elements of citizenship, i.e. the civil, the political and the social, the first
protects individual rights to personal liberties, the second concerns the rights to
political participation, and the third underlines people’s rights to the conceptions of
the good their shared cultural heritage, respectively. Any citizen’s right charter,
therefore, can be assessed critically by reference to these three elements. The critical
assessment of the Charter of Citizens’ Rights offered in the present article offers such

an assessment.
CONCLUSION

I have shown here that the Charter is mostly affected by a neoliberal interpretation
of citizenship, heavily shadowed by perceiving the government-citizen relationship
in terms of marketplace. Consequently, citizens are viewed as individual customers
who seek their rights as defined by the civic element of the idea of citizenship. The
Charter thus pays little attention to the two other elements, i.e. the political and the
social. Therefore, if the Charter aims at reinforcing the conception of citizenship as
realized in the Constitution, a revised edition is needed to meet the criteria and
principles mentioned particularly in the third chapter of the Constitution.

NOVELTY

The Charter on Citizens” Rights, published by the government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, has not been assessed from a multidisciplinary approach before.
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