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Abstract:

Purpose: Reports the role of the International Labor Office (ILO) in enacting and for-
mulating the first labor law in Iran in the late Qajarid and early Pahlavi years

Method and Research Design: Archival records and library materials were examined

to collect data.

Findings & Conclusion: Reza Shah (1925-1941) was not interested in regulating
employer-employee relation partly because of partly because of an undeveloped
economy and the lack of the industrial proletariat. His concern about the left-wing
parties. Initially he preferred to preserve the traditional work relation. He regarded
the matter of merely internal He thought he could disregard the demand of ILO for
reform. However, later he found it impossible to resisit the international pressure
and ordered the first labor laws to be drafted.
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English Translation of References

Documents

Edare-ye Asnad va Tarix-e Diplomasi-ye Vezarat-e ‘Omur-e Xareje (Ostadox) (Depart-
ment of Diplomatic Documents and History of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs):

1337 AH /1919 AD

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 5;

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 6;

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 7;

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 49;

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 50;

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 51;

Box 3, Folder 15, Document number 52.

1339 AH / 1921 AD

Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 14;

Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 15;

Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 23;

Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 24;

Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 25;

Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 26;
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Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 27;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 27,1;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 62;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 63;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 64;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 70;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 71;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 73;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 74;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 74,1;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 75;
Box 59, Folder 5, Document number 75,1;
Box 63, Folder 6, Document number 17;
Box 66, Folder 22, Document number 28;
Box 66, Folder 22, Document number 29.
1310 SH/ 1931 AD

Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 3-11;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 4-11;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 2-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 3-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 4-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 5-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 6-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 7-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 8-13;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 13-30;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 13-31;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 13-32;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 13-33;

Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 13-34;
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Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 1, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 2, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 3, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 4, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 5, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 6, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 7, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 8, 2-46;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 9, 2-46;
1311 SH /1932 AD

Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 12-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 13-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 14-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 15-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 16-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 21-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 22-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 23-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 24-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 25-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 26-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 27-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 28-162;
Box 1, Folder 1, Document number 29-162.
1312 SH /1933 AD

Box 7, Folder 8, Document number 1-11;
Box 7, Folder 8, Document number 2-11;
Box 7, Folder 8, Document number 3-11;
Box 7, Folder 8, Document number 4-11;

Box 7, Folder 8, Document number 5-11;
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Box 7, Folder 8, Document number 6-11.
1313 SH /1934 AD

Box 8, Folder 3, Document number 16.
1315 SH / 1936 AD

Box 8, Folder 1, Document number 65;
Box 8, Folder 1, Document number 80.
1316 SH /1937 AD

Box 8, Folder 1, Document number 2-33;
Box 8, Folder 5, Document number 6;
Box 8, Folder 5, Document number 9;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 3;
Box 8, Folder 11, Document number 3;
Box 8, Folder 11, Document number 4;
Box 8, Folder 11, Document number 5;
Box 8, Folder 11, Document number 6.
1317 SH /1938 AD

Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 27,1;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 27,2;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 27,3;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 27,4;
Box 8, Folder 8, Document number 27,5;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 1;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 6;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 13;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 14;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 15;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 16;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 17;
Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 18;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 21;
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Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 22;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 23;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 24;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 25;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 26;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 37

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 41;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 43;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 44;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 46;

Box 8, Folder 9, Document number 47. [Persian]

Sazman-e Asnad va Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma) (National Library and Archives
Organization of Iran):
240/6178; 240/11596; 240/20300; 240/32511; 240/94031; 293/5507; 293/6446;

297/19132; 297/27881; 290004636. [Persian]

Books

Abrahamian, Ervand. (1382/2003). “Iran bein-e do enqelib” (Iran between two revolutions)
(11th ed.). Translated by Ahmad Golmohammadi, & Mohammad Ebrahim Fattahi.
Tehran: Ney. [Persian]

Afary, Janet. (1385/2006). “Enqelab-e masrute-ye Iran” (The Iranian constitutional
revolution, 1906 - 1911: Grass roots democracy, social democracy). Translated by
Reza Rezaei. Tehran: Bisetun. [Persian]

Ashraf, Ahmad. (1359/1980). “Mavane’e tarixi-ye sarmaye-dari dar Iran: Dowre-ye
Qajarieh” (Social classes, state and revolution in Iran: A collection of essays).
Tehran: Payam. [Persian]

Ashraf, Ahmad. (1393/2014). “Tabaqat-e ejtema’ee, dowlat va enqelab dar Iran”
(Historical obstacles to the development of capitalism in Iran: Qajar period).
Translated by Soheila Torabi Farsani. Tehran: Nilufar. [Persian]

Avery, Peter. (1388/2009). “Tarix-e Iran Kambrij: Jeld-e haftom: Qesmat-e dovom:
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Qajarieh” (The Cambridge history of Iran: Volume seven: Part two: Qajar period).
Translated by Teymour Ghaderi. Tehran: Mahtab-Ayfam. [Persian]

Bahar, Malek Al-Shoara. (1386/2007). “Tarix-e moxtasar-e ahzab-e siasi-ye Iran:
Engqeraz-e Qajarieh”. (vol. 1) (7th ed.). Tehran: Amir Kabir.

Bharier, Julian. (1363/1984). “Eqtesad-e Iran” (Economic development in Iran, 1900
- 1970). Tehran: (n. p.) [Persian]

Curzon, George Nathaniel. (1387/2008). “Iran va qazie-ye Iran” (Persia and the Per-
sian question) (vol. 2) (6th ed.). Translated by Gholam Ali Vahid Mazandarani.
Tehran: Entesarat-e ‘Elmi Farhangi. [Persian]

Foran, John. (1388/2009). “Moqavemat-e Sekanandeh” (Fragile resistance: Social
transformation in Iran from 1500 to the revolution). Translated by Ahmad
Tadayyon. Tehran: Moassese-ye Xadamat-e Farhangi-ye Rasa. [Persian]

Floor, Willem. (1371/1992). “Jostar-ha-yi az tarix-e ejtema’ee-ye Iran Jeld-e 8:
San’ati Sodan-e Iran va $ures-e Seix Ahmad Madani” (Industrialization in Iran
and the revolt of Shaikh Ahmad Madani) (vol. 8). Translated by Abu Al-Ghasem
Serri. Tehran: Tus. [Persian]

Jamalzadeh, Mohammad Ali. (1384/2005). “Ganj-e Saygan” (The worthy treasure).
Tehran: Soxan. [Persian]

Katouzian, Homayun. (1392/2013). “Eqtesad-e siasi-ye Iran: Az masrutiat ta payan-e
selsele-ye Pahlavi” (Political economics in Iran from constitutional revolution to
the end of Pahlavid era). Translated by Mohammad Reza Nafisi & Kambiz Azizi.
Tehran: Markaz. [Persian]

Lajevardi, Habib. (1369/1990). “Ettehadie-ha-ye kargari va xod-kamegi dar Iran”
(Labor unions and autocracy in Iran). Translated by Zia® Sedghi. Tehran: Nasr-e
No. [Persian]

Sadeghi, Zahra. (1387/2008). “Sidsat-ha-ye san’ati dar dowran-e Reza Sah” (Indus-
trial policies during the reign of Reza Shah). Tehran: Xojasteh. [Persian]

Shakeri, Khosro. (1384/2005). “Pisine-ha-ye eqtesadi-ejtema’ee-ye jonbes-e masrutiat
va enkesat-e sosyal demokrasi dar an ahd” (The Russo-Caucasian origins of the

Iranian left: Social democracy in modern Iran). Tehran; Axtaran.
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Sutton, Elwell. (n. d.). “Reza Sih-e kabir ya Iran-e no” (Reza Shah or new Iran).

Translated by Abd Al-Azim Sabouri. (n. p.). [Persian]

Articles

Abdullayev. (1360/1981). “Rustaeeyan-e Iran dar avaxer-e Qajarieh” (Iranian villagers in
the late Qajar period). In Marina Kazemzadeh (Ed.), “Masa’el-e arzi va dehqani”
(Territorial and peasant issues). Tehran: Agﬁh. [Persian]

Bayat, Kaveh. (1390/2011). “Dar kenar, ya bar kenar az kargaran-e Iran: Abadan,
Ordibehest 1308” (With or without workers in Reza Shahs Iran: Abadan, May
1929). In Touraj Atabaki (Ed.), “Dowlat va forudastan: Faraz o forud-e tajad-
dod-e ameraneh dar Torkieh va Iran” (The state and the subaltern: Moderniza-
tion, society and the state in Turkey and Iran). Translated by Arash Azizi. Tehran:
Qoqnus. [Persian]

Mansourbakht, Ghobad. (Summer 1388/2009). “Kesavarzi-ye tejari dar dowre-ye
Qajarieh” (Commercial agriculture in the Qajar period). Tarix-e Iran (Journal of
Iran History), 2 (3) (consecutive issue 61), pp. 123-150. [Persian]

Tatari, Ali. (Fall 1383/2004). “Naqd o nazari bar avvalin nezam-name-ha-ye kargari-ye
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