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Extended Abstract

Main question of this research is how “self” is made during the “Student stage” of life?
Most researches consider self-making process as the result of the efforts of
socialization agents and important active role of the student is neglected. The results
of our research showed the plans of the socialization agents constitute just a part of
the student’s life-world which has called here as “plan sub-world”. But there is
another neglected but important part here called as “play sub-world” which have not
been addressed adequately by previous researches. “Play” here is defined as the
activity which is done for its own sake not for any advantage it will bring. Play sub-
world is where one can express him/herself freely, independent of the control of every
pre-designed planning. Juvenile mischiefs like childish fights, teasing the teacher,
runaway from the school, and cheating in the exams are samples of the activities of
this sub-world. The student’s self, more can be made through this sub-world than
everywhere else; because it is at this sub-world that student can express him/herself
freely, actively and creatively (unlike plan sub-world in which student is more passive
and under control). Therefore, the student life-world includes two plan and play sub-
worlds and is made through the dialectic between these two sub-worlds; a dialectic
which corresponds to dialectic between practice-thought; active-passive; creativity-
memory; sender-receiver, and source-destination. The process of making self in this
dialectic is the same as the process of making society.
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INTRODUCTION

In the prevalent analysis about the process of socialization through school education
in Iran, student is considered as a raw material that the socialization agents, include
family and school, can and should shape it. The student’s insubordinations and
disobediences are seen as deviation from a normal identity. From this viewpoint,
the role of the student in making its self is neglected. The main question of this
research is if the student, as the audience of the process of socialization, is passive
object of the socialization plans, or s/he is also active subject in this way? And finally
how the self of the student is shaped through challenging between the home-school
plans and the efforts of the student him/herself?

PURPOSE

The main claim of this research is that making the self through socialization process
is not merely the unilateral result of the plans of socialization agents (including
family and school); but active behavior of the individual which emerges through
involving the plans, has also a major role in it. We want to know how during the
socialization process in Iran, the individual’s self is made through the dialectic
between planning of family-school in one hand and active behavior of child-student

in another.

METHODOLOGY

The “self” is shaped through the dialectic between individual and society. So this
project is a research about the story of the challenges between the individual and its
society. Therefore “biographical analysis” is the main method of the analysis. Our
data include life-stories of the students who had been in an age which their school
education have been started after the revolution of 1979 in Iran and right now are at

least in their master stage of the university education.
RESULT

The life-world of high-school students is formed of the combination of two sub-
worlds: plan sub-world and play sub-world. Plan sub-world is the world of varieties
of plans, controls, disciplines, encouragements and punishments which are applied
to individual by socialization agents. The individual may accept these plans or reject
them. But the individual activism does not limit to just accepting or rejecting the
plans. Beyond this accepting or rejecting, there is another sub-world named play

sub-world whose logic is totally different. “Plan” is the behavior oriented to an aim



outside of itself and the plan sub-world is the sub-world where activities are
oriented toward another aim except those activities. Play is an activity which has not
any goal outside itself. The goal of a play is located inside it. The goal of the play is
the play itself. play sub-world is one in which activities are done for themselves.
The self of the student is made through the dialectic between play and plan sub-

worlds.
CONCLUSION

Student life-world is combined of the two totally different sub-worlds of play and
plan. Unlike adult life-world in which the play is strictly separated from the life-
world, student life-world itself is combined from play and plan. These two sub-
world although have different natures but impact each other plays are not reactions
to the plans but those are actions beside them. During the play, students neglect the
structures of the socialization agents’ plans to express themselves through

something beyond them which is their own.

NOVELTY

This research shows that the process of self-making during student stage of the life,
goes beyond the world of parents’ and school’s plans and programs. There is
another important world which have remained hidden from the eyes of the
researches. play sub-world is the world without which self-making process cannot
proceed. The socialization process is not a process of giving-receiving; but a
complicated and challenging one. There are not two sides of giver and receiver, but
there is a single complex of “self-society” which is been demolishing continuously

and reconstructing through dialectic between play and plan.
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