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1. Introduction

Understanding the style of each literary work helps perceive the
context as well as the content of that work. Majales Khamseh is one
of Saadi's six prose treatises which is compiled in his poetical works.
Since the context of the Majales Khamseh is based on Sufi’s
instruction, the discourse of Sufism and its rhetorical tone is
predominant. Each of the aforementioned Majales is the written form
of pulpit speech that Saadi wrote for his disciples. Given that the
mystical content and the style of Saadi's preaching and pieces of
advice have affected the syntactic structure of this work, the purpose
of this study is to examine the syntactic properties of one of these
Majales (the Fifth Majles) based on the layered stylistic pattern.

2. Methodology

The method of the present study is descriptive-analytic and it is based
on the layered stylistic pattern to identify syntactic saliency and high
frequency of grammatical features of the Fifth Majles. In layered
stylistics, the text of the literary work is divided into five sections,
one of which is syntax layer. The subject of discussion in syntactic
layer is sentence and discourse construction in which the writer of
each work adjusts it according to his taste and method. By modeling
the layered style, specific syntactic techniques are analyzed in the text
of the Fifth Majles to identify Saadi's style by specifying its syntactic
and grammatical features.
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3. Discussion

Investigating the works of a writer and determining the difference in
his viewpoints, thoughts, ideologies dominating him, or imitating his
methods in conveying concepts, themes, and messages is done in the
field of stylistics. One type of stylistics is “layered stylistics” or
“modern stylistics” which is a very comprehensive method because it
emerged from the mixture of the science of stylistic and the style of
structuralists and formalists. This type of stylistics examines the text
in five layers, which, according to Dr. Fotouhi are "levels and units of
linguistics analysis which consist of: phonetic, lexical, syntactic,
semantic, and pragmatic layers™ (Fotuhi, 2012 A, P. 237).

The benefit of this method is that it makes use of different methods in
each layer possible, and also highlights the style references, their role
and values in each layer separately and facilitates the discovery and
interpretation of the formal links between the text and its content.
Moreover, it avoids the confusion of analyzing and interference of
data as well as perspectives, enabling appropriate views and methods
to be applied at each layer (Fotuhi, 2012 A, P. 28 & 237). It also
determines at what level and linguistic layer, the writer is more
prominent and influential.

The basics and grammatical rules of each language which lie on its
propositions are written for the purpose of creating that language, in
which writers of prominent literary works have played a major role in
spreading these rules. Considering that the Fifth Majles is being
viewed from the perspective of syntactic layer, this layer will be
introduced: The relationships that dominate the syntax of a text
reflect the beliefs and ideologies of the writer. For example,
systematic syntax is the result of a stable mind. "Thought making is
more overtly linked with syntax than lexis. The quality of syntax in
the sentences, the length of the sentences, the type of sentences, the
quality of forms and time all express the philosophy of the writer"
(Fotuhi, 2012 A, P. 267) and are considered as literary work in the
syntax.

"Since it is necessary to determine the syntactic properties of a
writer’s style, we must ascertain the degree to which a writer departs
from the standard syntax, and hence it is not possible to infer the
author's point of view, but if the position of one of the components of
a sentence changes from its bare form, it can be used as a point
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position to reflect on stylistics because, according to the theory of
stylistics and thought symmetry, these two issues are always
intertwined add there is a uut ual renasionsi between them” (Asadi
& Alizadeh, 2017, P. 5).

Departure from the standard syntax is done in different ways and the
frequency of each of these departure methods makes the text stand
out. Long and short sentences, different verb functions, verb modes in
sentence structure, the grammatical voice of the sentences, irregular
syntax, redundancy, inflection, verb tenses, the use of various
particles in sentence, the pronunciation of numbers, and many other
examples of how they eventually form syntax discourse are elements
that are considered when analyzing the text properties (Asadi &
Alizadeh, 2017, P. 5-6). In examining the text of Fifth majles from
Saadi's quintuple with the same approach and following the same
patterns, one can find out the importance, artistic value, aesthetic and
intellectual origin of Saadi's innovations in this Majles. According to
Verdonk, in the stylistic analysis of text, the basis of analysis lies in
structures that are more conspicuous than other elements and
structures. These elements often include phonemes, word selections,
sentence structure, repetition of some linguistic elements, and
deviations from some rules and norms of standard language or dialect
(Verdonk, 1393, p26). In the text of Fifth Majles, the following
elements are more prominent in the syntactic domain than other
stylistic elements, and they form the syntactic structure of discourse
which can be analyzed.

Sentence construction (short sentences and concurrent sentences),
form (verb forms and adverb forms), imperative voice (passive voice
derived from predicative sentences and passive voice derived from
semi-passive sentences), redundancy of additives, redundancy of a
verb in consecutive sentences, loan translation of Arabic phrases,
tenses, and irregular nouns.

4. Conclusion

The style of Saadi's discourse and expressions in the Fifth Majles is
similar to advising as well as preaching which is written in
accordance with the Sufi's method.

This has made his discourse and grammatical structures of his
writings remarkable in this Majles and his sentences are linguistically
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altered in some cases which include: Use of short sentences, use of
concurrent sentences, high frequency of predicative sentences,
redundancy of additive, the excessive use of declarative and
imperative sentences, redundant use of passive imperative voice in
the sentences, the conjunction of the Persian sentences with the
Quranic verses and Arabic sentences, irregular plural nouns in the
manner of the Arabic language and.... Moreover, the influence of the
prevailing thought on the text, as well as the mystical and preaching
style of Saadi is evident in the expression and structure of his
discourse in such a way that a high frequency of the verbs of this text,
due to his ways of thinking, is expressed in both declarative and
present. Saadi uses subjunctive and imperative sentences only when
he attempts to advise and teach.

Saadi seems to have understood well that verb forms are an indicator
of the speaker's beliefs and winning the readers trust; therefore, he
has used various functions of the verb artistically in his discourse. In
general, the structure of the Fifth Majles is influenced by Saadi's way
of writing, where his ideas, religious and mystical views can be
clearly seen. Frequent use of terms such as “everyone" and “every"
reveals Saadi’s turn of mind. The short and hasty sentences of the
Fifth Majles, which are more abundant than the long ones, (e.g.
evidence of the element of affection over Saadi's words and thoughts)
is one of the elements of the text of this Majles. Overall, it can be said
that the variations in the syntactic structures of the Fifth Majlis prose
are subject to change in Saa'di's eyes.

Keywords: Saadi's Prose Treatises, Majales Khamseh (The Quintuple
Majales), The Fifth Majles, Layered Stylistics, Syntactic Layers.
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