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1. Introduction

Parenthetical sentences are discussed in both rhetoric and grammar.
However, its categorization under redundancy creates negative
connotation. This question has not been thus addressed as it should
have been. The present research employs a new approach to explore
paranthetical sentences and to find their usage and the relatio between
these sentences and the text in literary-historical work of Nafasat-ol-
Masdour by Shahab al-Din Mohammad Kharandzi Naswi. This
research seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What are the functions of Arabic paranthetical sentences in
Nafasat-ol- Masdour?

2. What are the reseaons for the increasing or decreasing of the
frequency of the
functions of Arabic paranthetical sentences in Nafasat-ol-
Masdour?

2. Methodology
The research method is descriptive-analytical and the data were
gathered based on documentary method.

3. Discussion

Paranthetical sentences in Nafsat-ol-Masdurare are the untold
sentences which fill the blanks of narration. The narrator uses these
sentences to create imagery and intimacy, and to communicate with
the reader and also to define his/her personal feelings and to signify
the interventionist “I”” of the narrator. In some cases, redundancy and

* Corresponding author.

E-mail: dr.ahmadparsa@gmail.com.

Date received: 24/04/2019 Date accepted: 09/11/2019
DOI: 10.22103/j11.2020.13900.2640



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 22, No. 46, Winter 2020

paranthetical sentences are more significant to the structure of the
book than the main text; because in most cases, what is communicated
with the reader through these paranthetical sentences is not
communicable by the main text.

In this approach, redundancy is not limited to the sentences written
within the main text between dashes in the form of prayer sentences.
Redundancy, in this new approach, is wide-ranging and it
encompasses all the hyper-textual explanations that the narrator makes
in the form of interpretations, sentences, different types of sentences,
Arabic and Persian poems, verses and Hadiths in the context of the
main narrative and among related and unrelated sentences, or at the
beginning and ending of sentences.

This particular type of sentences are semantically related to the
sentence in which they are located and may even remove ambiguity.
These sentences make interruptions along the linear path of narration.
They are not only disruptive of eloquency but rather help the audience
to read the untold text and to understand it.

4. Conclusion

Results show that besides strengthening the romantic aspects of the
text and increasing the communicating power of language, parenthetic
sentences in Nafsat-ol-Masdur were employed in 24 roles in context.
The research method is descriptive- analytical and data were gathered
base on documentary method.

Paranthetical sentences in Nafsat-ol-Masdur are not confined to the
proverbial sentences, as they are commonly thought, but to the types
of extras and limited transnational explanations interrupted by the
narrator, in the form of short episodes in the mainstream narrative.
The preceding sections are explained to the reader. These high
frequency examples are used in over 200 parts of this work and
contain about 300 Arabic and Persian sentences. These types of
sentences come in various forms such as interpretation, sentence, and
types of sentences, poetry, Persian and Arabic phrases and verse, at
the beginning and at the end of the word and in the sentence. These
high frequency sentences in Nafsat-ol-Masdur serve to advance 24
important functions in addition to establishing more communication
channels with the audience.
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The most important usages of these sentences in Nafsat-ol-Masdur
include overstatement and exaggeration, description and warning,
derision, speaking, teaching the audience, exonerating oneself or
others, assigning, resentment or arousal of audience’s sentiments,
summarizing and concluding, rejecting or proving one's own or others'
opinion, surprising, equating, simulating and imitating, expressing
reason, having the attention of the audience, threatening, cursing,
praying, praising, commemorating, blasphemy, and affirmation.

The narrator in Nafsat-ol-Masdur has used these sentences
extensively in parts of the narrative that seek to communicate with the
audience, to express personal feelings, and portray scenes and moods
for the audience, and also to present historical events. Referencing has
reduced the use of these types of sentences. The information that the
narrator gives to the audience in the form of these sentences is more
important than the original text, that is why these sentences, although
apparently removable, disrupt the context.

Keywords: Normativity, Autobiography, Nafsat-ol-Masdur, Parenthetic
sentences.
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