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Abstract

Today, rural development is considered to be one of the important goals of the world countries,
and although this importance is well-recognized, rural development is still faced with numerous
issues and challenges as the previously-tried strategies have not been successful in alleviating
poverty, and in providing employment, sanitation and hygiene, food security, and environmental
stability. In recent years this problem has brought the rural development into spotlight again, and
has made theorists, planners, and governmental executives take some measures to alleviate the
problems and issues of the rural areas by presenting new methods and strategies. One of the
strategies that world countries have paid special attention to, which is even implemented by some
countries and which has yielded positive results, is tourism development in rural areas. Planners
look at tourism as an “industry that provides economic and population stability” for rural
communities. Today, with regard to the economic changes that have occurred in rural
communities, such as the villages of Damavand County, Tehran Province, Iran, the survival of the
villages can no longer be ensured solely based on agriculture, but other economic activities should
be provided for the villages, too. In this regard, tourism can be seriously considered as a practical
solution to dependence on one-dimensional economics. In this study, by considering the
approaches to the development of rural economics, the economic effects of tourism and its related
activities on the economics of sampled villages of Damavand County were examined, and in this
regard the relationship between tourism as the independent variable and the development of rural
economics as the dependent variable has been investigated by taking into account two indexes,
that is, job variety and creation of new job opportunities, and increase in income. In regard to the
aim of the study, this study is applied, and with respect to method it is descriptive and inferential.
The data collection was carried out by both library research and field research methods and a
Likert scale questionnaire was used. Among the 39 villages of Damavand County, 8 villages were
selected as the research sample by the use of Delphi sampling method and according to the
experts’ opinions. To determine the sample size in the selected villages Cochran sampling formula
was used, and of 2848 families living in the area, 381 householders were selected. To analyse the
data both descriptive and inferential statistics were used, and in inferential statistics, to investigate
the relationship between the study’s variables, the parametric test of Pearson correlation
coefficient was used. The results showed that tourism increased job variety and created new job
opportunities, and led to an increase in the income of the people of the sampled villages.
Therefore, in order to highlight the role of tourism in the economic development of the villages
under study, a number of suggestions have been made concerning job variety, creating new job
opportunities, as well as increasing the income of the people living in these areas.
Keywords: Tourism, Economic development, Village, Damavand
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