Bi-quarterly Journal of Political Knowledge, Research Article
Vol.16, No.1, (Serial 31), Spring & Summer 2020

Piovt to Asia: China and US national security policy in Asia

Mohammad Jamshidi” Received: 2019/12/03
ZakiyehYazdanshenas™ Accepted: 2020/01/28

Despite the fact that the US has been always present in the Pacific and has an
effective role in Security development in the region since the end of the
WWII; in late 2011 it formally announced the Pivot at Asia” and declared
that the Asia has turned to its number 1 priority in foreign policy and
national security. This attitude toward Asia has been kept in Trump
administration too. The question is that what made policy makers to consider
Asia-Pacific region as the first priority in national security among other
regions? In order to answer this question, authors have monitored the
process of US relative power changes in the international system. They have
outlined the power cycle of the US and other major powers of the
international system including China; in order to evaluate their power
changes. The approach of research is descriptive-analytical, and authors have
analyzed the subject, using “Power Cycle Theory” (PCT). The results show
that: accelerating decline of US relative power simultaneous with the
accelerating rise of China’s relative power; is the main reason that has turned
Asia-Pacific into the first priority of the US foreign policy. And that’s why
“Pivot to Asia” has become the main national policy for U.S.
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