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Abstract

According to Chomsky's view, the main part of our linguistic knowledge is
genetically determined. Therefore, language is inherent and this unknowing or
tacit knowledge lies at the foundation of our ability to speak. The purpose of this
article is to analyze the nature of tacit language in Chomsky's philosophy. This
research is based on a qualitative research approach and conceptual analysis
method to study the concept of tacit language and its relation with other main
components of Chomsky's attitude toward language including linguistic
competence, generative linguistics, universal grammar and argument of stimulus
poverty. According to the three main critiques of tacit linguistic knowledge, tacit
linguistic ability, and tacit linguistic rule, the tacit access to the reservoir of
linguistic rules in the philosophy of Chomsky is not well explained and it is not
empirically verifiable. Therefore, when this knowledge is valid, it is based on a
kind of explicit language knowledge of grammar and rules which are expressed
in the form of a statement and can be recognized and verified by the user of the

language.

Keywords: Tacit Language, tacit competence, tacit Rule, Essentialism,
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Introduction

Chomsky believed that cognitive knowledge is a situational state that is usually
accessible to thought not in an informed way but in an implicit way. According
to him, our language offers some kind of tacit knowledge in the sense that it is
not accessible to consciousness. In this article, the main components of his
linguistic theory will be criticized and emphasized by their relation to the tacit
nature of language and one of his most important arguments in this regard,
namely the argument of motivational poverty. Finally, an analysis and criticism
of Chomsky's attitude towards the tacit language will be discussed.

1. Criticism of behaviorism

Chomsky argues that the scientific application of behavioral principles derived
from animal research lacks sufficient explanatory power to explain human
language issues.

2. Tacit language knowledge
Tacit knowledge in the Chomsky concept is a kind of ability to use language. This
knowledge is embedded in our brain with nervous structure and is represented
in the form of skill knowledge.

2-1. Language Faculty

Chomsky regards language faculty as a large genetic component of our
biological and claims that the facts about language acquisition support this view.
He sees language as a tool of language acquisition and a kind of intrinsic
component of the human mind that, through the exchange of experience, leads
to a particular language and in turn transforms the experience into knowledge.

2-2. Competence and Performance

According to Chomsky, a person proficient in a language determines the form
of the sentence and its semantic content by internalizing the system of language
rules. According to Chomsky, the body of knowledge is the ability of the speaker,
and linguistic competence is at odds with the linguistic performance that is the
actual use of language.

2-3. Generative Linguistic

Chomsky emphasizes on the mental capacity of reproductive statements
using tacit knowledge of the language in generative grammar and calls it an
attempt to identify what the speaker is aware of.

2-4. Universal Grammar

Chomsky views the universal grammar as a system of principles, conditions,
and rules that are components or properties of all human languages.

2-5. The poverty of Stimulus Argument

Chomsky argues that beyond the mechanism of external processing, there is
an intrinsic mechanism that is activated by the appropriate stimulus. But how can
a physically constrained brain produce unlimited outputs? How does the child
know how to interpret specific structures without relevant training and evidence?
How can a child create an abstract language?
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3. Critique of Chomsky's view
The criticisms of Chomsky's view can be divided into three groups:

3-1.Critique of tacit language

The term should be properly applied to the knowledge that its holders,
although unable to verbally express a rule, can recognize it when presented with
the rule.

3-2. Critique of tacit rule

Compliance with the rule is not necessary and sufficient for tacit knowledge
of a rule. Because the psychological state of knowledge of the rule does not imply
the effective use of that knowledge to create a behavior that is consistent with
the rule.

3-3. Critique of tacit competence

How can a child understand the complex generative language of their own
language? How can a regular language user create and understand new sentences
that he or she has never heard of before?

Conclusion

Chomsky believes that any speaker is proficient at internalizing grammar and
thereby expressing their linguistic knowledge. This does not mean, of course, that
he is aware of, or even can be aware of, the rules of grammar. According to
Chomsky, every language user is implicitly aware of the most important
component of his or her own language, grammar, and rules but in most cases, he
will not even be able to express such knowledge to others. But by examining the
criticisms of Chomsky's view, it can be concluded that his conception of the
meaning of language as derived from the intrinsic power of language and
genetically situated within one's mind and the brain is not sufficiently convincing,
In sum, empirical evidence does not show that Chomsky's attitude toward
language is implicit.

References

— Chomsky, N. (1956) Three Models for the Description of Language. IRE
Transactions on Information Theory.

— Chomsky, N. (1976) Reflections on Language. New York: Pantheon Books.

— Chomsky, N. (1985) Knowledge of Language: Its Nature, Origin, and Use. In R.
Stainton. (Bd.), Perspectives in the Philosophy of Language.

— Chomsky, N. (1986) Knowledge of Language. New York: Praeger Publishing.

— Chomsky, N. (1991) Linguistics and adjacent fields: a personal view. In: Kasher,
A. (Ed.). The Chomskyan Turn. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.

— Chomsky, N. (2005) Three factors in language design. Linguistic Inguiry, 36, pp.1-
22.

—  Chomsky, N. (2000) Language and Mind. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
—  Chomsky, N. (2012) Syntactic Structures. London: Mouton.



University of Tabriz-Iran
Quarterly Journal of

Philosophical Investigations bdd ey et aolilnd
ISSN (print): 2251-7960 (online): 2423-4419 S a “‘”b
Vol. 13/ Issue.29/ winter 2019 11798 ol /T4 0 )loni /N Y Sl

" Sanoly dhadd 3 o 0l Cple s

" oy ot e
u.i..b)ﬁ Sldlas 9 LS')L“"‘ r"?l“ °m9)’ dauld 09).? )L.)L.w‘

N
03b (e (S0§ blod 4 bo (Sl (il (ol (5o (Sumsly oBs Billas
5 (tacit) ges b BTG ils cpl g odg 15 b 08 oyl ply .ol
3B Gbs 2 ol ok &l g (il e sy Lo (2bly5 it
Ol @ & ol by AWy (b odle )8 &Sl s b o g
ole 65 lr D) ol poj) oge p3 sl B 4 g 3l SBT oy
ool il | Sols atnls 3 b5 pewd Cuple Julow dlie pl Gua LS
porcie 5981y 4 (sogrde oS () b g (&S ieoR 2509, b gk
wogady lSansly (3,55 ol slaailge plo b oI L)l 5 ies (L5
A Glay g Sl ppied (oily (bl (b5 GBIy dex 5l 0L
ole ¢ Sl g by ol A8 dw 4 da g b ] aB gy Sy
2158 5l loydd 4y (o (o pod (sledl (S (e 022B 5 (Sbj (e
U1 BB 35 (228 Lld 4 g 0Add (e (295 4 (Smaly addd > S
e (b (g p (e & Cunl ptae s (gl (oK plply
2 G g 0l ol o)liS S 4y a8 a3l aslgd 5 (L5 yemen 5 L

A5k b g s B o

w2l (] S ¢ aud 022l ¢ s Ll ¢ e (L) 18IS 519

WAN SV 2 ol anb WAV EIY+ g0 Gl *
*B_mail: m.bohlooli@ihcs.ac.ir



IFU lianey FR oylais )V Jlo o Rundd (g ld piidg 5 /113

dodde

oy slp knowing b 4 1) cognizing ¢Mawo! (Chomsky, 1986:269) Sl
bl 5l e ol (ol g Jgeme (slime 1 i (o Shy line 4 a5 5,5 Byme obj colus
oS cul 23d g cOENIZING I Jols (45315 Lre ol 4 .ol (2T (lys (90 pody o yiod
B a8 b 3l wyiwd BB ews (gloges 4 S SlalST IS5 a4 45 adul (¢ly Yeme
S5 & 55 ol ) aIST 131 Sy l55 3 Ll 5l s 1 a1 sl 615 o
(2l S92y I3 (ol st S B3 ot o5l Ko ol D 3 (515 534 gy
5 oo )i 3,558 o)l lyiee (el b plie 5 (Chomsky, 2005)  Suels okde 4130
285518 ol @ole Gl oy alalT JS 4 (il g8 ol bl pal b st aslss
4 Byo (g e o ol Cosl aid G ) g 02imd JSD g oaiS W) (b blod 4y e L5
ly SUj aelgs 3gmg a8 Canl oyl wlis )b adbsy s wyiwd JoB BT o)y o cusline oyl
Lo (5 (8 slaSumn (olod sl Wlst o 08 (ygie iS4 1y W] a9 03,5 Br0a
oaid i ) ol > & ol g e igel oty nl 5w et aelsh s 1 il le
W o o b il ygmmoossls Lo Sbj s 5 aS 5yl 1 51 L ol g sl e AL
el ol g2 b oS cud ol pgies w618 ) lasgere (e aSb Coy dladls
odind Ll (63;lge Cpein oS Sy g dbml |y e 3l aliel dcgesme o)y 245 (slaciglad
01504150 Man &S limo ol 4y aSdy ilyels CudMS line 4 & Lol sl 5 SBBMS 558" as g
IS5 4y 2,00 el iy 55 JS 29100l Mol S5 4 il (0 48 Attt ST (sloaido
Ao oyl 590l oo 1y (6yole b S ol (S35 ] diged ppyino 5 Coml ygmeoels iews g LBV
il (e 51 (655 s porde p ST L (Snoly (Sbj Adds A g (Byme g (yp 4 b LSS 0
ot sl Sl sy 03 e 5 gy A5y Syl Sy 25 e i (T el
wla (ol gladdga o by (b (39 (el Cunle pogad 3 gl B (pw)p 4 ol ]
ooz ol 3 ol ol ytere ) (e g ol s Cumle b ol bl aS Lol (sl
(SSoelz (955 0976 AL g Jelow Ll )3 .85 amlod )15 () g 38 )90 S e 48 (o (S
Wb dalgs 2ol (bj (39 (e 0l

USRI

sl o] 3 &8 ] (behaviourist) 155, la s o SB9> sog o ] Seusls
Sy &8 S ol 4 S8 4l > &S (cognitivist) |Fes s slapms b s Syé sl
wblio ) (g ylab (gl 0,3 ] Lo Canpls &8 sl Sitao 5] sl 03,8 0,L8] sl iaiiy siads Lol
355 Aoy Sl wanlie Sl gl (3908 Sy3 oAU S35 (Sbj d,Sug) g Sl 03)5 facme



114/ .. Sesls dauds 3 o olj cle Lol
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