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Article Criticism: "'Investigating the Nature of Jabir’s Hadith
and Its Position in Proving the Names of the Twelve Imams™
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Abstract
The article entitled “Investigating the Nature of Jabir’s Hadith and Its

Position in Proving the Names of the Twelve Imams” considers that “Jabir’s
Tablet” hadith is a fabrication, denies any written tablet containing the
names of all the Imams and claims that the names of all the Imams were
narrated to none others except him. The present paper criticizes the
mentioned article stating that its most important methodological drawbacks
are: not using the reliable method for criticizing the two Hadiths of Tablet,
the duality of document authenticity, the one-sided selection, and the
disregard of narratives and reports presented by the opponents. As for its
content drawbacks, they are: internal inconsistency of the documents,
inaccurate citations, confusing between the insurance of the narration and its
prevalence, the inaccuracy of denying the revelation of any tablets which
include the names of the Imams, the inaccuracy of the claim that the names
of all Imams was narrated by none other than him, and also the mistake
about Jaber's blindness and age.

Key words: Hadith of Fatima Tablet, Jabir ibn Abd Allah, names of Imams
in explicit verses of the Quran, Twelver Imamate thought.
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A Critical Look at the Swiss Orientalist Burckhardt’s Views
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Abstract

Attempting to prove that there are important and valuable information, along
with the incorrect accounts and analysis in the works orientalists in the
period of colonial rule, this article makes a case study of the performance of
John Lewis Burckhardt, a Swiss orientalist, in his book "Travels in Arabia".
The main concern of this study is to examine the characteristics of the work
of Burckhardt as a nineteenth-century orientalist. To answer this question,
the mentioned book uses an analytical method based on library sources in its
historical study of the subject. After giving a brief account of Burckhardt,
the article points to the strengths of his argument in this work regarding the
comprehensiveness and diversity of content, the attention given to the social
history of the two shrines, making a field of study and not just resting on the
transmitted accounts, his perseverance and tireless efforts, and accurate
citation, measurement and location of sites; and then investigates the
weaknesses of this book, which fall in two categories: unauthentic narration
and unsound analysis. Among the shortcomings of this work are those
related to Hajj rituals; the incorrect analysis of historical errors concerning
the historical places related to Hajj and Umrah rules, incorrect analysis of
slavery in Islam, the rite of lhram, the Quranic view about the People of the
Book, the dowry of the Meccan, the picture he gives about the schools of
thought in Islam and fanaticism towards Islam. The positive points alongside
the shortcomings contained in his work corroborate the view of "the
possibility of scientifically benefiting from orientalists’ scholarly works"
provided that the reader should be well aware of the shortcomings they make
and of their orientation towards certain religious and political thoughts.

Key words: Burckhardt, orientalists, Hejaz, Mecca, Hajj.
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Strategies for Dealing with the Problems Occurring at the
Battlefield, before and during the Battle from the Perspective of
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Abstract

Those who have the experience of being at the front know that the
fighter sometimes feels deficient in the field and think of escape
during or before the battle. The question is what guidelines the Quran
offered to Mujahedeen during the battles of Badr and Uhud and
prioritized over the myriad of beliefs and behaviors, so that they would
be immune from harm. Using a descriptive and analytical method,
appropriately, this study seeks to properly investigate the headings of
these guidelines, using Quran Commentaries and pointing out the
lessons drawn from history. The findings suggest that a series of
attitudinal and behavioral changes and adjustments in the monotheistic
areas and monotheism, death and the belief about death, godlike
behaviors before arriving at front and in the battlefield are
recommended by God as the chief commander of the war.

Key words: Mujahedeen, injuries of jihad, the Quran, the Battle of
Badr, the Battle of Uhud, ideological and behavioral guidelines.
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The Role of Semiotics of Weapons in Imamology
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Abstract

Imamate is at most fundamental issue in Shiite thought and a most
challenging issue in Muslim world, and the applicability of Imam is one of
the highly controversial topics among Shiites. Some of the criteria presented
for recognizing Imam have added to this tension. As a sign of Imamate, the
possession of “the Prophet's weapon™ has deepened the internal strife among
the Shiites so that each faction tries to support its claim about the Imamate.
The present study aims to expound the role of weapons as a criterion for
recognizing the Imam. This question requires a study of Shia’s historical
accounts and narratives which sums up the different aspects of the topic and,
in fact, an interdisciplinary study in the position of judgment, through a
mixture of narrative description and rational analysis. The study also seeks
to answer the research questions in light of the concept and semantic realm
of "weapon" as well as the notion of Prophet’s weapon found in historical
hadith and in historical-discourse propositions. It is found that the Shiite
division after Ashura gave rise to the emergence of adverse trends and
claims about Imamate; and such signs as "weapon" represent a symbol of
Imamate to substantiate their claim, which was met with a reaction from the
infallible Imams, and this sign is considered as a criterion only in special
times and special political conditions.

Key words: Imam, Imamology, signs of Imam, weapon of God's Messenger.
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A Review of Aisha's Age when Marrying the Prophet
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Abstract
One of the prophet's marriages was his marriage to Aisha the daughter of

Abi Bakr. Historians and non-Shi'ite scholars mainly believe that she was
six or seven years old when she married the Prophet of God while she
was a virgin. Some Shia scholars also believe that she married the
Prophet, she was a virgin. The very claims made by Shiite and non-Shiite
historians about the age of Aisha have become a means of abuse against
the Prophet, and so some of the enemies of Islam, bringing forth various
kinds of slanders and misconceptions, try to portray the particularly
outstanding characteristic of the Supreme Prophet as sexual. A close
study of history shows that Aisha's age was far more than six or seven
years old when the prophet married her, and according to some reports,
she had a marriage contract with Jobayr ibn Mot’am before marrying the
Prophet and after getting a divorce from him, she became the Prophet's
wife. This research attempts to examine Aisha's age according to
historical sources and identify the causes and motivations behind
claiming that Aisha was very young when she married.

Key words: Aisha, Aisha's age, the Prophet's marriage to Aisha,
Aisha’s virginity, the Quran criticism.
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Abstract

The acceptance of absolute lordship of God promises man’s absolute servant
hood of God in this world and manifests his monotheism in all walks of life. In
this respect, this article makes a conceptual analysis and explains what
devotional monotheism is and it becomes clear that this level of monotheism
involves the orientation of a monotheist's motives on one hand and determines
his actions in all the spheres of life, including social life on the other hand.
Since the emergence of a new civilization as one of man’s achievements which
is in consistent with Islamic teachings, including all Muslim countries and in the
light of the presence and the influence of God is possible, this research, uses an
ontological method in an attempt to reflect on the functions of devotional
monotheism, as one of its beautiful manifestations in the material and objective
features of civilization. The output of these reflections considers that man’s
endeavors to achieve world prosperity, nature conservation, observance of
religious laws, avoidance of imitating unbelievers as well as perfection,
solidarity and beautification can be regarded as the most important functions of
devotional monotheism in the present epoch of modern Islamic civilization.

Key words: social monotheism, modern Islamic civilization, constituent
elements, hardware components, objective and material features.
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