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[...] as for what is said concerning its being an accident for existent, from the
point of view of abstract mental meaning, that is not the reality of wujud. Rather, it
is the mental meaning of it, which is derived from secondary intelligibles such as
thing-ness, [...] And other infinitive (masdari) abstract words by which one gives an
account of real or unreal things. Our discourse is not (solely) about this [meaning of
wujud], but it gives an account of it and explains that it is a single simple things that
does not at all need, in its realization or actualization, anything to be added to it- any
condition of specific difference or accident, whether it be of a class or [of] an
individual (Mulla S adra, 2014: 8).
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[...] as for what is said concerning its being an property for existent [...] And other
infinitive (masdari) abstract words which denotes real or unreal things. Our
discourse is not about this [meaning of wujud], but it is about its
denotation/reference [that is, what this meaning of wujud is denoted]: and it is a
single simple things that does not at all need, in its realization or actualization,
anything to be added to it- any condition of specific difference or property, whether
it be of a classifier or [of] an individualizer.
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Rather, it necessitates these things with respect to what is actualized by it and
what is found from among the meanings and quiddities [...] (ibid: 8).
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[...] with respect to All of the quiddities and meanings that actualized by it

[wujud] and exist through it.

ol Lasize Lases Tal 4555 e 55 01 OF o SN s e bz 5 (VF
Gl 5 Lgy oy S S0l Slalodl lsd e o o Lo Lasietin iy e
(9 :0kea) C)BJ( b ade oo

You will know the meaning of this proposition that wujud — while being in itself
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an individual reality, individualized by its essence and determined by itself -
individualizes all of the universal quiddities that exist through it. [you will
understand] how they are united by it, how in the domain of external reality they are
corroborated by it, and how in the mind and in rational analysis its concept occurs to
them (ibid: 9).
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You will know the meaning of this proposition that wujud — while being in itself
an individual reality, individualized by its essence, determined by itself, and
individualizes all the universal quiddities that exist through it — how in the domain
of external reality it [wujud] is united by them [universal quiddities] and how they
are corroborated by it, and how in the mind and in rational analysis its concept
occurs to them.
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Rather, | say the thing that is included in the quiddity, or its consideration

through [the quiddity] in such a way that [the thing] has a real essence, requires that

the concept of being real or being existent holds true for it (ibid: 12).
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Rather, | say that the thing [wujud] that its attachment to the quiddity, or its
consideration with the quiddity, is the criterion by which the quiddity has a real
essence, requires that the concept of being real or being existent holds true for it
[thing].
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[...] In the same way, the fact that this wujud exist in reality means that wujud
exists by itself and that other things exist through it, not that there is for wujud
another wujud that is external to it and an accident for it, through some kind of
accidentality- even hypothetically, as in the case of analytical accidents (meaning

genus and differentia) in contrast (a real) quiddity, such as human being (ibid: 12).
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[...] not that there is for wujud another wujud that is external to it and occurs to it,

through some kind of occurrence- even hypothetically, as in the case of analytical
occurrences.
Wl il Lo s o) ol o3iad 5 & 5 0550 cbeel 3350 1yl 3 4 1 OIS 41 (VY
OF 0lea) Coaledl 5 Slaedl e 03
if, therefore, wujud were only a conceptual abstraction [and not a reality], its
unity and plurality would be subject to the unity of that to which it is related, and its
plurality would issue from [abstract] meanings and quiddities (ibid: 14).
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If [...] its unity and plurality would be subject to the unity and plurality of that to

which it [wujud] is related; that is, [abstract] meanings and quiddities.
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If[...] its unity and plurality would be subject to the unity and plurality of All of
the [abstract] quiddities and meanings that to which it [wujud] is related.
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If what is considered here has the condition of a relation inasmuch as it is a
concept among other concepts, then, from this point of view, it is not a relationship-
that is, a meaning is not independent. But if one considers it in its condition of being
a quiddity, then it is not judged to have any relationship with something other than
itself, and nothing happens to it. It is through this “being” that it becomes related to
its “being” (ibid: 16).
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If what is considered here has the condition of quiddity in its essence, then it is not
Through itself judged to have any relationship with something other than itself
unless it would have a "being/existence” through which it becomes related to its

instaurer.
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According to the language of the accomplished from among the people of
wisdom, the qualification of quiddity by wujud and wujud™ occurrence to quiddity is

neither an external qualification nor an accidentality by incarnation in such a way



that the qualified would already have a degree of reality. yet existence at this stage is
not mixed by the qualification of this attribute (ibid: 17).
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According to [...] is not external qualification and occurrence by incarnation in such
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a way that the qualified would already have a degree of reality and existence that at
this stage is not mixed by the qualification of this attribute.
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Question: “If wujud were in the external world and not a substance, then it
would be a quality, for the definition of “quality” is applicable to it. From that would
follow, first of all, the absurdity that was mentioned before — that is, that the subject
would exist before its own existence, implying a vicious circle and infinite
regression. The existence of quality is the most general of all things, while the

existence of substancelds a quality is through itself” (ibid: 16).
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[...] From that would follow, first of all, the absurdity that was mentioned before
that is, that the subject would exist before its own existence, implying a vicious
circle and infinite regression, [secondly] that quality becomes the most general of all

things, and [thirdly] that substance becomes a quality in its essence.
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Know that the allegation of this objection does not concern the concrete reality
of wujud. Rather, when it pertains to the problem of wujud as an abstract concept,
then difficulties arise, because wujud is the same as quiddity in point of concrete
reality. Properly speaking, there is no real qualification between the two; and the
same view applies to the other cases. [wujud] thus becomes a qualification for
[quiddity]. It is the modality of this qualification that difficulty because if one speaks
of the qualification of quiddity by wujud, depending on what one means by
infinitive existence, then the subject that receive the predicate is the actualization of

the quiddity (ibid: 28).
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Know that the allegation of this objection does not concern the concrete reality of
wujud. Rather, when it pertains to the problem of wujud as an abstract concept, then
bigger difficulty arise, because wujud is the same as quiddity in point of concrete
reality, thus there is no real qualification between the two. But wujud is not the same

as quiddity in point of abstract concept of wujud, thus wujud becomes a qualification
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for [quiddity]. Consequently, It is the modality of this qualification that causes
difficulty, because if one speaks of the qualification of quiddity by wujud,
depending on that one means by wujud, infinitive existence, then the subject that
receive the predicate is the actualization of the quiddity.
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Sometimes they applied the general principle of derivation to cases other than
the qualification of wujud. Sometimes they fled from this principle and proceeded to
substitute [the principle of] derivation (ibid: 29).
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[...] proceeded to substitute [the principle of] derivation; that is, [the principle of]
entailment.
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[...] while they form one single unity essentially and in their ipseity in concreto

(ibid: 30).
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[...] which itself is alsola certain mode of wujud of the thing itself without
making or generating (ibid: 31).
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[...] because the level at which the removal of two contradiction is possible is, in
fact, one of the degrees of the same reality (ibid: 31).
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The abstraction of quiddity from wujiid through mental analysis is also a sort of
wujiid for quiddity [...] (ibid: 32).
PV L] TS W PO N T | W P SR N PO\ WA L& P
Sy P oI e g lis o 5 s s 5l Caale L el s il

sl Cale (gl

B ATV Olnls 5 Jle 1Y gl — sl ool s L

—
<
=



B | ol S S 5 5 A LS

WY

5ol geasbdl 5 il 5 A pdidl b ke 5 45] e aarass Lol (AP
[ ] el asid o a il sl 5 a SN 50 e 4 L (Canial
TV :0kea)
Its particularization by Its degrees and Its levels of anteriority and posteriority,
richness and indigence, intensity and weakness, and what pertains to It in its
essential states and[¢oncrete realities is in accordance with Its simple Reality [...]

(ibid: 37).
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Its differentiation by Its degrees and Its levels- of anteriority and posteriority,
richness and indigence, intensity and weakness- is in regard to what pertains to It in

its essential states and concrete realities in accordance with Its simple Reality.
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[...] As for its particularization by its substratums- by which | mean the
quiddities and essences qualified by it in the mind, as we have already explained- it
is in regard to what is affirmed of each of the essential [properties] that issue from it
on the level of knowledge and intellection. In confirmation of it, [particularization
tacks place with regard to] universal natures and essential meanings attributed to it
by an attribution that is essential to it and that, in the language of the specialists of
this science, is called quiddities. Among the Sufis, they are called the “fixed

archetypes” (ibid: 37).
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As for its differentiation by its substratums- by which | mean the quiddities and
essences qualified by it in the mind, as we have already explained- it is in regard to
what is attributed to wujud in each of Its degrees and levels; that is, the essential
[properties] that issue from it on the level of knowledge and intellection; and
universal natures and essential meanings which is attributed of wujud by an
attribution that is essential to it. Each of universal natures and essential meanings in
the language of the specialists of this science, is called quiddities. Among the Sufis,
they are called the “fixed archetypes.”
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Verily, the quiddities of things that pertain to wujud are different from one
another in terms of species. The human [...] (ibid: 38).
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It is not farfetched to think that what is meant by the differentiation of existences



in terms of species is what became famous according to the Pripatetics concerning
this meaning (ibid: 38).
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It is not farfetched to think that what is meant by the differentiation of existences in
terms of species- which is became famous according to the Pripatetics- is concerning
this meaning.
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And among existing quiddities, there are those that we can conceptualized and
consider with total disregard of other things [...] it would not be possible to consider
them separately from all other things (ibid: 41).
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[...] there are those that we can conceptualized and consider Insofar as it is what it is,
with total disregard of other things [...] it would not be possible to consider them
separately from all other things, nor Insofar as it is what it is.
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[...] because the wujud of the caused is constituted by its wujud [...] (ibid: 41).
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[...] because the wujud of the caused is constituted by the wujud of its cause.
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’f{ [...] it would follow that the object of instauration would be one of the
’l;
Y concomitants of the instaurer. Now, the concomitants of the quiddities are
2
Q_Q‘ conceptual notions (ibid: 44).
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2.Mulla S adra, The book of Metaphysical Penetrations [Kitab al-Mas[ThOa ir]: A
Parallel English-Arabic Text, Seyyed Hossein Nasr (transl.), Ibrahim Kalin (ed.),
(Brigham Young University - Islamic Translation Series), 2014.
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