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Analyzing speech act patterns in Imam Ali's Nahj al-Balagha

Rasoul Balavi” Received: 2019/04/22
Zahra Mahoozi™ Accepted: 2019/11/09

Speech Act Theory (SAT) is one of the significant theories in the field of
discourse and textual analysis. This theory, which is a branch of the
philosophy of language, examines verbs and sentences in different
occasions. The Speech Act Theory is presented in five patterns including
encouraging, expressive, emotional, commitment-based, and declarative.
The main question of this study is: what kind of speech act is presented in
Nahj al-Balagha? The aim of this research is to study the political thoughts
of Imam Ali based on speech acts. The researcher's approach is a
descriptive-analytical one, and content analysis technique is used to analyze
the data. The results of this study reveal that all variety of Speech Act has
been used by Imam Ali; but encouraging speech act is the most dominant
pattern in Imam Ali’s political speech in comparison with other speech acts.
The reason is that Imam Ali was trying to encourage his agents to do
desirable actions or in the shape of obligatory actions for the betterment of
the Muslim community, either as a recommendation, a suggestion, or even
an alert.
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