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6. Barnes: grasping them; Tredenick: their meaning is understood.

7. [Y0] Animmediate deductive principle | cal aposit if one cannot proveit but it is not necessary
for anyonewho isto learn anything to grasp it; and one which it is necessary for anyonewhois
going to learn anything whatever to grasp, | call an axiom (for there are some such things); for
we are accustomed to use this name especialy of such things. A posit which assumes either of
the parts of a[Y *] contradiction—i.e., | mean, that something is or that something is not—I call
a suppodtion; one without this, adefinition. For a definition is a post (for
the arithmetician positsthat aunit iswhat is quantitatively indivisible) but not a supposition (for
what aunit isand that aunit is are not the same).

8. Tredenick:immediate indemonstrable first principle of syllogism

posit @5 ,L dhesis : Sos 5 oslg 5 reoal &
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12. | call principlesin each genus those which it is not possible to prove to be. Now both what the
primitives and what the things dependent on them signify is assumed; but that they are must be
assumed for the principles and proved for the [Y0] rest—e.g. we must assume what a unit or
what straight and triangle signify, and that the unit and magnitude are; but we must prove that
the othersare.

13. Proper too are the things which are assumed to be, about which the science considers what
belongs to them in themselves—as e.g. arithmetic is about units, and [0] geometry is about
points and lines. For they assume these to be and to be this. As to what are attributes of these
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in themselves, they assume what each signifies—e.g. arithmetic assumes what odd or even or
quadrangle or cube signifies, and geometry what irrational or inflection or verging signifies and
they provethat they are, [ +] through the common items and from what has been demonstrated.
And astronomy proceeds in the same way .

For every demonstrative science has to do with three things: what it posits to be (these form the
genus of what it considers the attributes that belong to it in itsdf); and what are cdled the
common axioms, the primitives from which it demonstrates. [ 0] And thirdly the attributes, of
which it assumes what each signifies. Nothing, however, prevents some sciences from
overlooking some of these—e.g. from not supposing that its genus is, if it is evident that it is
(for itis not equally clear that number isand that hot and cold are), and from not assuming what
the attributes [Y +] signify, if they are clear—judt as in the case of the common items it does
not assume what to take equals from equals signifies, because it is familiar. But none the less
there are by nature these three things, that about which the science proves, what it proves, and
the things from which it proves
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