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Abstract

Man has been able to chart through symbolization concepts that have not been
elucidated or described in different historical periods. Lion and its role has
been a favorite of Iranians since ancient times and has been prominent in the
art and thinking of the ancient people. This noble and ancient role has been
embodied in various forms in art, literature and religion and has had different
meanings. Stone lions are statues of stone that are scattered in different parts
of the Iranian plateau and in various forms, small, large, and sitting, standing
and sometimes lying. In this study, we investigate the form and conceptual
properties of stone lions in the central plateau of Iran. This research has been
done in a descriptive-analytic way. Studies show that stone lions of central
plateau of Iran have physically smooth lines and Eslimi images on the stone
lions of the central plateau of Iran are inscribed. The lions of Isfahan province,
inspired by the human form, have feelings of anger, reverence, peace and
pleasure. Conceptually, the stone lions of these areas could be a symbol of
courage, a guardian and in the Shiite religion, a symbol of Prophet Ali and the
secret of God's guardianship.

Keywords: form, concept, stone lion, symbol, the central plateau of Iran.
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