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Fig.1: Levels of reading of meaning from the prespective of Islam
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Fig.2: Comprehensive model of reading: a comparison of featured models of contemporary Iranian mosques
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Fig. 4: Respondents’ readings of the distinct characteristics of the three selected groups of the contemporary mosques in Tabriz
(Questionnaire No. 1)

3L;

Jol diws aluee

0.00

£ed dlwd Jo-luwe

pow dlwd Joluws

(99 B loud dolistiun ) 52555y 53 o yuolao Azl 1 4od s B> (GLaS Cygine I Glbbro (315520 g

Fig. 5: Respondents’ readings of the spirituality of the interior space of the three selected groups of the contemporary mosques
in Tabriz (Questionnaire No. 2)

Lasbao UG .Y-A
ol p3 e ale 31 AS Sledbl 035l ol
TP Ledia 55l IS5 9 4 SV 52 55 olne dr s
— &Y @_w)'l)_é; YWY 550> aS Cul sl
B s Lol 4 oSl 4 bl — sl , 08
B3 55 Lol 5l ol glaanl 2 4 Llazils a-lias
:Jajfda o Ll

R A slaaald 5 Lalls Cy ) o L
kwr@jﬁlpja Jets laaasli 5 s oSB
=V Sl Rleske S sl o S s e ) 5 solae

)J@L@%M}f})&_ﬁbi—v ‘.,\,:f—\' ga)t\ﬁ

WY el g 5l = Jol oyled epylee Jlo = (oMl (Gl o 5 (5 slone i3

PRV YeR P SPR {L Il WO ST I N | WA O e
SSS 5 doms 33 ) g (et 5 Al glaald
wlad ules Jla| s o038 O edalie
J=d Jslse 55 Ol e 1y Jul &2s drloe 53 5 Sl
J=d 5l = plad glaodl 559 =) 3 S gt
5 ol s S Sl e (DS 5 D5 el
SrSe e =Y Olrd OO 53 0w bed 5 OO s oW
Sheslial =Y 65 ool glaaslyl (ade glaas
£ R 53 g A 5 Sl 3 sk 4 S (ol
iled s ole 5 doe e b o e (s pme ealie (g5~

.(g‘)m ‘a)t\ﬁ ‘J,:;f ole)

| v



8 ypolae dalus cilize cladisS I (b il Jlos
e (A ] Jlas L g 2led g p 5 ol5 s |l

b (sln s s =¥ (Sslu ¥ (sl glacs lS
5 S 5 mlin S5 -F dalil 5 Sl 5 4 a5 -0
(soke slad j3 (Ggme o sl -V

& Sl s 5 I Bl Sl e Sl Gl
() Loy ploal domes OYLle &le domns cdrlos 5 5
wlie oS ol s dxrlea)(2) o ST (o5 domes 208
e g R i C o 538 d=lew
Ales ;S e LaOT 3 1) (s pme Lb 5 Sl el
Shls 5 a2d8 axlue L ooglize oS £ Aiosd do Lo
s (9) L el o iy s S5lanals (5 all
AL Sl e et 5 SBLE doens (O
5 L&l g sl bl Sleis & 5 g3 e 2o S

.,u)\awwd;w ol

3

ol sz 33 5 o ol 55l 51 13 & 0T 2y
) Ol arlas (olane 53 3 )L &3S A 55 belse
L elaal glasls )l 3 ulad s ol (s e
$olal b 5 ol Slas Arls modia 5 edd domes Sl 4,
L)t ils 55 55 oge b L8 5 Lok
OLblies Sload Coaal 4 Cabe b s bl gl s 1S s
Sy e (IS a5 OLL) e ol B
o Sl boled 3l el s 5Ly SS IS
g L R R e
— Ml S e 5 e i) 3 g 50 e DLl L
ol el (Rl o Sl (8 Sy
i e 5 Sl (IS e sl gl S
LT sl i s 3 4 Ul @l oslize lacas o L
Cpsll 33 e 3 5 dorls (gilens il 013
3 Ogme sl 5 sl g i n 53 5 (§) (e geane
B S 1,5 a5 3 e o (Solons Ko 3 dnnd 4

)&Jb)kaﬁdu)gu)r&}‘&uwuﬂ‘) W

v

)@)Lﬁ-v_?o-): LAA;”‘)T) Qhﬁﬁ—\c W LgL..a_é
—/\)&)—V cdb})j)bjw—;' cu‘JM—O cvla.-‘b 6L..a_$
L

s sLad I s e Jalse e L aal) o
Sl ol ola gb 5 Lay 58U o Sge coomans
Gl glaal T 5 ol 5 -V Sl Wl e p3 0 o83
5 el 5l I8 Y (T3 slaaeS 5 8 2T
-¥ W L51'>‘J L§L~4—9 &)—Y’ (dews 32 vﬁ.ﬁv\ﬁrﬂlﬁ
313 bl 0 s s i Sl i
doeas ;.)‘jm =5 (doeas
dorles 53 S 5 00ke 03538 =) Sl Wl sbe i 5 @

03,5 @lal b axd S delos Sl b LY Laol Wb

Aol

O

ool g TL; Slblbis Lo 5l das o OLiS Guis (glaasly
dorlos ao oo Sl s dS drles U (g 2is calis
23 e Sl Seslw 408 L ogline b O3 lazel
S il g all sbalis e dle olae drluw il o
23 Cgae 5 s el dile aalie 5 Lalse ol
‘LJ:M‘)_} J..:l&JJL:M CLAA )er‘u@dﬁr&}‘)‘dﬁeﬁ
sl A oS s dyal (s B 4
woijldble:jja@lwdjwdlﬁdaxé
o (S lene (58U 5 S s pte ol 4 Ol e
)‘oauw‘g;ﬂj})d‘;mt“grﬁduﬂ‘
r&l):vcim)j_bgéaﬁe)ulijd\)l:c;tﬁj
‘j—<ij ng_m)‘ Llods o)u‘ Lﬂwﬁ‘”wﬁ(’m‘u@”
drls il s U8 56 Lelse 3l 50 3550 5 4T L
583505 3 5 A4S O g pole 2y e Sl Goles

— °V\_':'JLJ:':’GL5J}>:)L>:))L:ML5€'&CL§>‘)J “-")ﬂ‘

WV Gl g )l = Jol oyled epylaa Jlo = (oMl (5l jd 5 (5)lone Sin 3



ool 5 18 ASle Sl dsles bl Solie LB &STT L
bLs &‘Fﬁ)&)‘b(’)&dﬂ‘j‘&d)@)i g
5 Al BB obe ol s Skl oS Ol il
)'lrzfoljku)umbuiﬁ‘uqﬂdm_&jl{w\:
Slre LElest 5 JUash 5 s Lol s sy olie ol
AS.A.N)QSAJL_}M.CB\)): Syl il 8 ol da L
Some slab 5 Coloxr Slad &2 O35 p S w5 L
e e — ool 5 S Wl g ol L ks
o=l GU.,\_M_g_QL?kL&u L gl Rl s s Jelse
el L Lo (ol Slee LIS Ozl g3 o sl ole
Shysl cal 28 4l cdlodd domas i 5 Guos
Dbl shixial 4 5 Saey jolis ol (sbae 51 DLl

'JﬁM\j’;ﬁ;\ﬁL‘b’;JWLSJ“)JJ‘J

3 Ollams sl o lgor A5 e > A lj_z-Ylp'Y
drls il 55 (Dl oS Sl (Golens O i Lo
534S Sl ) e B0 A s S L 13 ol
Sl 350 53 ol e Sl 5 ST 5 i oIS~
5ol ) Ol 5 A€ e e s s ole
Uyt 5 Llodd s JS Glao ol 5 boshs 2l
ok Sl ol 8H L a5 o e 5 515 Slae
A BB o il
r))\..ﬂl r&;—l FtIvLY Oy e.L.ZrL?L}l Odles b
Orames a5 5315 G Sage plie 53 (§) nsana @S
SlasSis a5 Slaslp 5wl Jpol (Sl
et B0 e 3 el oS Wl S @) drls

2o 20

gl g SU o s ol osl o 3
AL AT e s g )Y

5 o 0 pOd Ol U i S5 sl lo ATVA st s sl
NY-0:¥¥ L:/)‘jbbf.‘b 4://,..:./&»:45 LS)LW BL) CJA K] oﬁ‘b 6:>L.:«Ql+§ ol_<il> AYAY e ‘6@3 6)[}7.&4

Solene 53 ol Glae, ISl 5 (sgime Cuga S5l VAL L Bslo Lo e 5 (el U b a5 Loy desen (Lo sdame OLsley
VoYV XV elidand lagy cole asldad. 2d dolow

el 25503 i e \YAA il el (o5l

33 nshe S W 1y 3y 5e ged aned 50 53 ade laly m1b 3 (65 058 5 e sgie sl AT L sge ol ie e
Ol Cns 5 e o2 (683 LbOLY . e 5 150 e 1 )b

SYY )Y Ol 28 4 olae 0L b (51 (6l 8 sl AYAY L el slloe ilame dowr 5 e pmnme ol FLS
X0

Dlers L5 tas sl clomane Ll Ll YA ez e

03 (glad — pwdia dny 5 (G5l plime (85550 g h drbe > b o)) (6l (5 5lene SET s olilins ATAY Oledesee ¢ o
Ol Cmis 5 e oK (655 LLOLL L01e jolas drlews

(3 e pyedn Jdod Sleslial L0 jolae dorlee oLad w31 ATAY LS00 Al 5 Obadoses ¢ ol
XX ()N oS (folans sla_pins s aslilas

L3 Sl S S 5 10l g clreans (Solane (slazal, NYAF L Al lisis &5l 5 el = ST S

O3l 8 25 0L Ol domlce (Sloma feloer AYA Lo, (0L bLS

A s 5 e = Jol oot eplay Jlo = (oMl 3l 5 some Sins | A



8 ypolae dalus cilize cladisS I (b il Jlos
e (A ] Jlas L g 2led g p 5 ol5 s |l

Al i8S BLOLL (045 oL (St (1) Blbae b psgie 5l e (S olane IVAD L sats Oldesmec Lo
Ol oKl

Ol g 3 wlysTs mw T b ol o iy OIS o s 200G o 53 IS b 28 ITAT L s dams (2D
Oy oBls (5,85 bbb

Lab L2500, . ol solams o il 5 L o] AYAY L paiedases (Sl

S Sl 5 Sl pole oKy, 101,68 VA Lliails o 3l e doz o ol s (6,8 JSE VAV ST LS

Oy ols 0,8 IYAY 3 s Lo e dar 5 loms o (fudomi (sl 50, YooY L Kly s 5 i «oy S

Oleslanl 10, 0L eedi 6 Olpadl NYVY L dazes A o LbLL

eI 0l g8 O edr 5 O el AYOS

Ol o 2018 VYAV 3 e Lo e b 5 i me b o ()l pale R lame 4 T 20 5T NAAY 0L (S

g 5 ol s aal o b Llss s Las ) lllew] \YAY i gle (655 3505 5 g Jps (Ao damen (o y il o
By 0L (S Ol o paliol )5S 5 Ol o) (6 sgor 5o Al

St 5 s S35 0L oleme 3 oDl o ga  (silol YAV deslie IS0 8

o LS 50l VAP Ll e 58 315 g de 5 L8 (lars o L NAVO Lt S sl S 5
AAV=IVY XY (o5 ol (alidilis B oSG e 51D agd oo g8 B oIV g5 51NTVA Lo jdemme ¢ o

Bemanian, Mohammad Reza, Mohammad Reza Pourlafar, Feryal Ahmadi, and Alireza Sadeghi. 2010. Reflection of spiritual
identity and sacred notions in the architecture of Shi'i mosques. Shiite Studies Quarterly 30: 37-70. [in Persian]

Bolkhari Qehi, Hassan. 2009. The cosmological position of the circle and square in the sacred architecture. Honar-ha-ye Ziba
Journal 24: 5-14. [in Persian]

Dabbagh, Amir Massoud, and Seyyed Mostafa Mokhtabad Emraei. 2013. A new framework for reading of contemporary
Tehran mosques. Tehran: Nagsh Jahan Journal 4(2): 22-35. [in Persian]

Ebrahimi Dinani, Gholam Hossein .2000. The advent of philosophical thought in the Muslim world. Tehran: Tarheh No. [in
Persian]

Falahat, Mohammad sadegh. 2004. The role of physical layoutin sense of place: A comparison between sense of place of five
contemporary mosques and traditional & innovative design in Tehran. PhD Diss. University of Tehran. [in Persian]

Falamaki, Mohammad Mansour. 2012. Principals and reading in Iranian architecture. Tehran: Faza Publishing. [in Persian]

Grabar, Oleg. 1973. Formation of Islamic art. Translated by Mehrdad Vahdati Daneshmand. 2000. Tehran: Institute of
Humanities and Cultural Studies. [in Persian]

Groat, Linda N., and David Wang. 2002. Architectural research methods. Translated by Alireza Einifar. 2005. Tehran: University
of Tehran . [in Persian]

Hamzehnejad, Mehdi. 2011. Conceptual and applied principles in designing religious buildings in Shia attitudes. PhD Diss. Iran
University of Science and Technology. [in Persian]

Javadi Amoli, Abdullah. 2009. Tafsir-e-Taasnim. Qom: Publication of Asra. [in Persian]

Lang, Jon T. 1987. Creating architectural theory: The role of behavioral sciences in environmental design. Translated by Alireza
Eynifar. 2004. Tehran: University of Tehran. [in Persian]

Movazaf Rostami, Mohammad Ali, Soheil Soheyli, and Davood Nouri Alavije. 2014. Standards and criteria for designing,
planning, building and maintaining mosques in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Tehran:
Parhib. [in Persian]

Noghrekar, Abdolhamid. 2008. An introduction to Islamic identity in architecture. Tehran: Ministry of Housing and Urban
Development. [in Persian].

Norberg-Schultz, Christian. 1975. Meaning in Western architecture. Translated by Mehrdad Ghaiomi. 2008. Tehran: Art
Academy Press. [in Persian]

Raeesi, Mohammad Manan. 2013. Semantics in architectural works for improving mosques designing; Case study: Meaning-
making (From geometric and spatial aspects) in contemporary Tehran mosques.” PhD Diss. Iran University of Science &
Technology. [in Persian]

Raeesi, Mohammad Manan, and Abdolhamid Noghrekar.2014. The geometric assessment of contemporary mosques in Tehran
using a systematic analysis of religious texts. journal of Islamic Architectural Studies 1(4): 30-46. [in Persian]

Rahimi, M. 2012. Requirements of mosque designing. Urmia: Memar Publications. [in Persian]

¥4 WV Gl g )l = Jol oyled epylaa Jlo = (oMl (5l jd 5 (5)lone Sin 3



Saheb Mohammadian, Mansour. 2006. Mosque architecture from concept to eample (Designing the mosque of the University
Campus of Tehran). MA Thesis. University of Tehran. [in Persian]

Shaterian, Reza. 2011. Analysis of Iran’s mosques architecture. Tehran: Nopardazan. [in Persian]

Tabatabai, Seyyed Mohammad Hossein .1992. Al-mizan fi tafsir al-Quran. Tehran: Ismailian. [in Persian]

. 1977. Al-mizan fi Tafsir al-Quran. Tehran: Dar al-Kotob Al-Islamiyah. [in Persian]

Vasfi, Mohammad Reza. 2008. From understanding of implications to understanding of the mechanism of understanding (from
hermeneutics to semiotics). Name-ye Farhang 34: 172-87. [in Persian]

Zargar, Akbar, Hamid Nadimi, and Rafone Mokharshahi.2007. A guide for mosque architecture. Tehran: Did Graphic Company.
[in Persian]

Gibson, J. J. 1976.The theory of affordances and the design of the environment. In Proceedings of Symposium on Perception
in Architecture, American Society for Esthetics (Toronto, October 1976). Republished as Chapter 4.9, Part VIl in
Reasons for realism: selected essays of James J. Gibson, E. Reed and R. Jones eds. 1982. Hillsdale, NJ.: Lawrence
Erlbaum Associates.

AV el g 5l = Jol oyled epylea Jlo = (oMl (55l b 9 (5)lome S 3 ¥



Che
Gulrure
of Shlanic
B rohitecture

K Lbrbanism

An Analysis of Visiting Users’ Readings of the Relation between
Form and Symbolism in Different Types of Contemporary Mosques
in Tabriz based on Shiite Jurisprudential Decrees”

Mohammad Ali Ghasri!, Morteza Mirgholami?™*, Eisa Hojjat?
1. Ph.D Candidate in Islamic Architecture, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran.
2. Associate Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran.
3. Professor, Faculty of Fine Arts, Tehran University. Tehran. Iran.
(Received 26 Feb 2018, Accepted 29 May 2018)

The contemporary theoretical literature seems to be
characterized by a lack of focus on reading architec-
tural works, in particular, visiting users’ readings of
contemporary Iranian mosques. The mosque, as an
important symbol of the Iranian-Islamic architecture,
endows the field with a special sensitivity. In our ex-
ploration of visiting users’ readings from the per-
spective of form and symbolism as the central focus
of the present study, we consider the mosque as a
structure composed of form, meaning, apparent
manifestations and abstract concepts. Today, for
various reasons, we are witness to the emergence of
mosques whose users lack a shared understanding
of them. Therefore, an analysis of how visiting users
read an architectural structure and the factors af-
fecting the reading can help clarify this process. It
can also help us provide effective strategies for de-
signing mosques with divine symbols whose refer-
ences/meanings can be optimally read or deci-
phered, by the average visiting user. The present
study is a fundamental research with practical objec-
tives and it features a descriptive-analytical design in
terms of its general approach and procedures. First,
we developed a model for reading contemporary
mosques through a review of literature and a survey
of experts’ viewpoints. We used the model as the
basis of inclusion into the field study. Then, we eval-

uated and compared visiting users’ readings of nine
cases selected from among 180 contemporary
mosques in Tabriz as located on a spectrum of simi-
larity/dissimilarity to traditional mosques. Question-
naires, interviews and observation were used to
collect the required data. The results showed that, in
addition to apparent and symbolic elements such as
domes and minarets, abstract concepts such as
peace of mind and spirituality play an important role
in the reading of contemporary mosques. It seems
that Shiite jurisprudential decrees, as our criteria for
analyzing user readings, include certain principles for
evaluating some of the elements involved in reading
such as style, patterns, embellishments, minarets
and altars. Although some important elements in
the reading of Iranian mosques — including but not
limited to domes, porches and forecourts — cannot
be evaluated with the above-mentioned criteria,
they are necessary for a better read-
ing/understanding of the meanings associated with
contemporary mosques due to their recurrence and
assimilation in the historical course of the evolution
of mosques.

Keywords: Reading, contemporary mosques in Tabriz,
form and symbolism, Shiite jurisprudence.
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Contemporary mosques in relation with form and symbolism (Case study: Tabriz’s contemporary mosques).” currently
pending at Tabriz Islamic Art University under the supervision of Dr. Morteza Mirgholami and professor Eisa Hojjat.

** Corresponding author. E-mail: m.mirgholami@tabriziau.ac.ir





