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A Comparative Study of the Political Position of Judges
in the Age of the Abbasi Caliphate (132-656 AH) and the
Ottoman Empire (699-1341 AH)

Javad Jahangiri'
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Abstract: Judgment is one of the positions that initially belonged to the caliph's duties
and was gradually delegated to others. The Abbasid caliphs, however, sought to gain
political advantage from its religious status despite delegating it to others. In the Ottoman
Empire, the kings also claimed Islamic sovereignty, so they were forced to establish their
own government based on Sharia. As a result of this approach, judges as state’s arms in
enforcing Sharia played a prominent role within the state. This study attempts to compare
the political status of judges in the Abbasid and Ottoman Empire using a descriptive-
analytical method and citing historical sources. The results of the study indicate that the
Abbasid caliphs promoted the political status of judges by establishing the position of
Ghazi-ol-Ghozat (i.e. Supreme Judge) and independence of judiciary division, while the
Ottoman kings promoted the political status of judges by establishing the office of Ghazi
Askar (i.e. Grand Judge) and organizing the judicial system using the school system.
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