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Abstract

Among Sayyid Qutb's views, his stance on civilization has received scant attention.
This paper attempts to answer the question regarding his attitude towards civilized
and non-civilized societies and the criticism levelled at his views. According to the
findings of this study, Sayyid Qutb posits that a true civilized society is oniy
achievable in the Islamic society. This Islamic society is characterized with certain
characteristics such as the rule of God and monotheistic thoughts, the value of
humanity, the centrality of famiiy, and the establishment of a divine caiiphate by
humans. He argues that societies iacking these features are ignorant and non-
civilized. This view is of paramount importance in terms of portraying an ideal and
utopian society; however, serious criticisms have been levelled at it is, which are
primariiy concerned with its dual zero-sum attitude towards civilized and non-

civilized society and its contribution to the spread of extremist ideas and movements.

Keywords: Sayyid Qutb, Islamic society, civilized society, non-civilized society.
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). Hansen, Hendrik and Peter Kainz, “Radical Islamism and Totalitarian Ideology: a Comparison of
Sayyid Qutb’s Islamism with Marxism and National Socialism”, in Totalitarian Movements and Political
Religions, v.8, 2007. pp.55-76.

¥. The Political Thought of Sayyid Qutb: The Theory of jahiliyyah

. The Power of Sovereignty: The Political and Ideological Philosophy of Sayyid Qutb
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v. Hakimiyyah and Jahiliyyah in the Thought of Sayyid Qutb
y. Shepard, William E., "Sayyid Qutb’s Doctrine of Jahiliyya", in International Journal of Middle East
Studies, v.35, No.4, Nov 2003, pp.521-45.
v. Ushama, T., "Extremism in the Discourse of Sayyid Qutb: Myth and Reality”, in Intellectual
Discourse, 15(2), pp.167-190.
¢ . Ana Belen Soage
o. Soage, A. B., "Islamism and Modernity: The Political Thought of Sayyid Qutb", in Totalitarian
Movements and Political Religions, 10(2), 2009, pp.189-203.
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