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Constructing a Discourse Pattern of Revolutionary Identity in
Constitutional Iran

Jafar Moradhaseli?

Abstract

The emergence of various forms of identity is one of the important phenomena of contemporary
Iranian history. Among these emerging identities, revolutionary identity are among the forms of new
political identities that have had lasting and profound effects on Iranian society. Indeed, the discourse
of revolutionary identity emerged in the context of internal factors, including clashes between
political parties and groups in the Second National Assembly, providing external ideologies such as
Marxism-Leninism ideology and at once the means to organize it. The main question of this paper is
how the discourse model of revolutionary identity was constructed in Iran during the constitutional
period and what were its most important themes? Through the surviving texts of the early Iranian
revolutionaries, written in the form of party statutes and charters, leaflets, newspapers, diaries, and so
on, relying on the method of historical analysis of discourse, the paper aims to identify a set of central
themes that in the course of the Second Constitutional Assembly developed the discursive pattern of
revolutionary identity. This model was built around the system and semantic elements including radical
change, understanding of historical underpinnings, partisanship and covert activity, policy priorities,
internationalism, constitutionalism, and opposition to parliamentarianism and violence and terror. In
the contemporary history of Iran, whenever there is a revolutionary identity, all these themes, or at least
some of them, shape the locus of their identity systems.

Key words: revolutionary identity, revolutionary discourse, discursive model, thematic elements,

third” assembly.
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