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Unquestionably, the Most Important Pre-War Development in Archaeology in Central

Asia was the Formation by the Soviet Academy of Sciences of the Khoresmian

Avrchaeological Ethnographic Expedition in Y4Y'V under the Direction of S. P. Tolstov.

This Project, Now Headed by M. A. Itina, Worked in Both Northern Uzbekistan and

Northern Turkmenistan and Pioneered Numerous Field Techniques in Central Asia

Archaeology, Including Settlement Pattern Studies, Aerial Reconnaissance and
Photography, and the Use of Mechanized Digging Equipment.
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The Very Fact that Hominids Occupied Western Turkestan at Least c. Y+ +,+»+ Years
Ago Strongly Argues Against the Total Isolation of East Asia from West and Older
Theories of a Postulated «Fault-Line» Separating Chopper-Chopping Tool from
Handaxe Traditions.
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One significantly larger structure (¢ sg. m., fig. Y, room \Y) hadmore massive walls,
a better «alabaster» floor, and was void of utilitarian goods (p. ¢).
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Historically, both Classical and medieval sources suggest that the river once flowed

into the Caspian. However this data has to be interpreted carefully since the Aral and

Caspian Sea were inaccurately joined together in classical sources, enshrined by
Ptolemy.
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While there are plausible reasons for detecting increased relation with Iran during this

period, particularly given the sudden florescence of a metallurgical industry, the case

for a break or disjunction in the evolutionary sequence is primarily based on the
distinctive character of the Anau 1A ceramics (p. V).
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Sounding \ __ Excavated not from the Tower (Vishka) But the Lower Surface of the

Mound Through Y0 Yarusi, this Sounding Provided the Basic Stratigraphic Definition
for the Namazga I-V Periods (p. VY).
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Three building levels were excavated with the second and third providing the most
complete remains. Eighteen rooms were excavated in the second level (fig A) which
grouped into four living complexes (p. VA).
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Western Turkestan, particularly southern Turkmenistan, experienced these larger
developments by importing and exporting materials, as well probably as sending and
receiving peoples, into continuous areas. Soviet discussion of the late Aeneolithic or
NMG Il period (e.g., Masson and Sarianidi \4VY: AA-4¢), however, has been justly
criticized for over emphasizing these external influences and presumed «tribal

migration» from Iran into Central Asia (Lamberg-Karlovski YaVY: ££-£0) to the
neglect of considering internal processes of development.
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Stone oil lamps, carved out of marble, had a cylindrical tapering formthat was only
partially hollowed out andcovered by a stone lid with a hole in the center, one of which
was found with the wick preserved inside it (p. V\Y).
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Most of metal tools were made of copper, but deliberate lead and arsenic and, to a
lesser extent, tin alloys also occurred (p. VYV).
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Physical anthropological data from c. Y« + skeletons from Altyn-depe was analyzed by
T. P. Kiiatkina (Masson and Kiiatkina Y4AY, \Y+-\YY). Six complete skeletons (three
men and three women) allowed for the reconstruction of heights and weights of the
Altyn population. The average height for the complete males was Y1\-\VV cm. and
for the complete females Y0¢-\TA cm. The range was greater for incomplete
specimens, which still permitted sex identification and height calculations, varying
between Y\\-YA0 cm. for males and \ 0 \-\1¢ cm. for females (p. \YY).
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