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This is why | have Preferred to talk of Coherence and Non-Coherence rather than
of Consistency or Inconsistency. The Word ‘Consistency’ Bears a Heavy Weight
Because it Draws on the Particular Demands of Logic or Discourse.
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1. Students of Anthropology, Cultural Studies and Sociology have Grappled with
Ways of Thinking about and Describing Decentered Subjectivities and the
Geographical Complexities that Arise when Intimacy no Longer Necessarily
Implies Proximity.
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2. Agency is Imagined as Emotive and Embodied, rather than as Cognitive.
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3. Empiricism Offers one Recipe for this. It Tells us that Science (and Social

Science too) have to be Autonomous if they are to Work Properly. They Should
be Disentangled from the Social.

(FY:0les) Lpd Time plozrl 5l b psle ol
(ol gy cmal elaal ol (gliseas dthe social) .ol (society) Jslxe «CLN“;,-\»_

(Ngs oy eleal el 1y 3l b wl; s ed pealg e
4. A lot of the Time, then, Scientists are Comparing Statements of Differing

Degrees of Strength, Selecting and Playing them off Against one another in the
Process of Trying to Create Unqualified Statements.
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5. Thus a Construction is not a Representation from the Mind or from the Society

about a Thing, an object, a Matter of Fact, but the Engagement of a Certain Type
of World in a Certain Kind of Collective.
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6. So what is the Consequence of this Process of Deletion? Latour and Woolgar
Suggest that Scientific Statements should be seen as ‘Split Entities’:
On the One Hand, it is a Set of Words which Represents a Statement about an
object. On the other Hand, it Corresponds to an Object in itself which Takes on a
Life of its Own. It is as if the Original Statement had Projected a Virtual Image of
itself which Exists Outside the Statement.
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7. This is the Bottom Line of their Ethnography of Science. The Hinterland of

Methods Enacts Realities. and (One Can Turn this Round) those Realities then
Enact the Conditions of Possibility of Further Research.
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8. In an Ideal World All the Indications Add Up and Fit Together: they are
Different but Compatible in-here Perspectives on a Single out-there Reality.
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9. This is One Way of Explaining Away Inconsistency, of Turning it into
Apparent Inconsistency.
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10. There is Layering:a Continuing Faith, Admittedly more Relevant in some
Contexts than in others, that the Body Contains or is a Single Reality Out there, with

Particular and Quite Specific Attributes, Even if those Attributes are not Necessarily
Clear either in the Ward or the Medical Textbook.
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11. There are Sites, and therefore Realities, that are Mutually Exclusive in Space,
Time, or Both.
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12. The Linguistic sign unites, not a thing and a name, but a concept and a sound image.
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13. Physical science, biomedicine, social science, but also politics, journalism and
current affairs: method is assembled in all of these in the form of statements (or
other representations) that correspond to manifest absences in straightforward ways.
What is made manifest is, so to speak, constructed as being straightforward. More

particularly, as the ethnography described in Chapter 2 suggests, the reality made
manifest is said to author (ise) the representation that seemingly derives from it.
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14. Official versions of the manifest, the literal accounts offered by experts, are

being doubted. Parts of what is Othered in those versions are being brought into
view, made real.
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15. | have discussed two goods at length above: truth and politics. If methods are
performative they discriminate by trying to enact realities into and out of being.
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16. So truth is a good. It remains a good. Method assemblages that do not produce
presences that have to do with truths may be attractive, there may be other reasons
for generating them, but whatever they are, they are not about the out-therenesses
of possible realities.
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