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The universal that is the referent of a predicate term is precisely
the universal that must be exemplified by the referent of a subject

term if that referent is to be something that instances the case of

attribute agreement marked by that predicate term.
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[Metaphysician] have disagreed about the characteristics associated with those categories and

about the relations of priority that tie the various categories together.
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(Again, the question is whether...)
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Whereas objects exemplify properties by possessing them, things

exemplify kinds by belonging to them.
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... kinds constitute the particulars that exemplify them as what

they are...
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(Nonetheless, the subsequent use of the title Metaphysics... )
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But colors, virtues, and shapes are all monadic. Each is exhibited

by objects taken individually.
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General terms play the predicate role; and, on any theory, general

terms mark cases of attribute agreement.
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In each case, we have an abstract singular term, and the sentence
in question manages to say what it does only because the relevant
abstract term is functioning in the way the intuitive account tells
us it functions, only because it is playing the referential role of

naming a universal.
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what (1 )says is a matter of the terms that enter into its composition

and the order in which they are placed.
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According to the realist, the fact that the use of a predicate term

involves more than the mere identification of the items it is true

of is shown by the fact that subject-predicate sentences like our

(1)—(8)admit of paraphrases in which the reference to a universal

is made explicit.
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