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France & European Integration
During the Two Recent Decades

M. Bozorgmehri, * Ph.D

Abstract

Through this article we try to analyze the French approach in the
European Integration. In fact, France in the European Union is centered
around two major themes. the ambivalent attitude of presidents, ministers,
political parties and sections of the public towards European Integration,
and the complexity of the adaptation processes in many policy sectors
which have become necessary as a consequence of EU membership.

*Assistant Professor at International University of Imam Khomeini
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Although French inputs have considerably influenced European
institutions and policies, the impact of those policies and the new policy
processes of the EU have also played a mgjor role in transforming many
aspects of French politics and economics.

France, like Germany was one of the founder members of EEC and its
governments from De Gaulle to Chirac have played an influential role in
shaping its policy agenda and institutional style. The European Integration
in France affects the capacity of parliaments, governments and even
political partiesto determine policy.

At first, a theoretical debate concerning the effect of European
Integration on national policy making is presented. Then, the historical role
of France on the European Integration is briefly discussed. Our study
discusses mainly the French governmental politics concerning the European
Integration during the two recent decades. Finally the ideas of the French
political parties and public opinion are studied.

Keywor ds: France, European Integration, European Union
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