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A comparative Study of the Illustration of Arch Angels in the Lithographic
Print of the Book "Ajib al-Makhlough wa Gharaeb al-Mojoudat" and the
Islamic Traditions

Mustafa La’l Shateri(Corresponding Author), PhD Student in Post-Islam History of Iran,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
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Abstract

With the advent of the lithography industry in Iran during the Qajar era, a host of books
were published. In this period, the addition of illustrations related to the contents was one
of the needs of publishers. This paper tries to investigate the level of correspondence
between paintings of arch angels (Raphael, Michael, Gabriel and Azrael) in the lithographic
print of the book “Ajib al-Makhlough wa Gharaeb al-Mojoudat” (1264 AH version) and
Quranic verses and Islamic traditions using a descriptive—analytical method. The findings
suggest that the illustrator of this book, Aligholi Khoei, has drawn the figures of these
angels for their visual beauty inspired by artistic learning one the one hand and for
adaptation with Quranic verses and sources of narratives from a religious approach on the
other, though in some cases they are influenced by social norms and beliefs. However, the
anaiytical review of illustrations based on existing reports demonstrates that Khoei is iargely
influenced by Islamic traditions so that reiigiously inspired illustrations cannot be

considered as the oniy source of artistic imagination.

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, @jar era, Lithography, [lustration
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