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Tofak and Tofang and Recording the
Text of Vahid Qazvini’s Shahr-Ashiib
By: Juya Jahanbakhsh

Abstract: Shahr-Ashiib is one type

of the Persian poems in which poet
describes and praises, or dispraises the
townspeople, the craftsman, and differ-
ent kinds of profession in the city. This
kind of poem, in addition to its general
artistic and literal values, is very bene-
ficial from the perspective of historical
sociology, the introduction of the words
and terminology of the common crafts
and industry in past eras, various tech-
niques that were prevalent in that time,
and also recognition of the materials

and tools used in various professions
and industries. Vahid Qazvini’s Shahr-
Ashiib | like all the other ones and from
some aspects more than many of them,
is useful for knowing about the history
of jobs and guilds, as well as many other
civil issues of ancient Iran. Through
Rasool Ja’faryian’s efforts, this book has
recently been published with letter print-
ing by Movarekh publishing house in
2019. The author in the present article,
refering to one of the guilds mentioned
in Qazvini’s Shahr-ashub, gun maker,
studies the recording of the word ‘tofak’
and ‘tofang’ in this book. He prefers the
reading “tofak” to Jafarian’s record “To-
fang”. The author continues his study
with a critical look and mentions the
correct meanings of some other words in
the text.

Key words: Shahr-Ashiib Mathnavi, Va-
hid Qazvini, Persian poetry, poem types,
tofak, tofang, professions, guilds.
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