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Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellec-
tual Traditions: A Review
By: Hamid Ataie Nazari

Abstract: Studies in Medieval Islamic
Intellectual Traditions, by Sabine
Schmidtke and Hasan Ansari, is a
collection of articles written in the
field of Islamic Studies, and specifi-
cally focuses on understanding Islamic
intellectual currents. This book is a re-
vised edition of a collection of papers
each one of which has previously been
published in journals, and now are all
together republished in the form of an
independent book. The articles in this
book are an important part of numer-
ous studies the mentioned authors
have over the past few decades carried
out and published about Mwtazila
School and two related religions in the
Islamic Middle Ages, named Imami-
yya and Zaidiyya. The following paper
is going to give a report of this book
and its collection of articles.

Key words: Islamic theology, Zaid-
iyya, Imamiyya, Sabine Schmidtke,
Hasan Ansari.
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Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke,
Studies in Medieval Islamic Intellectual
Traditions, Resources in Arabic and Islamic
Studies 7, Atlanta, Georgia, Lockwood
Press, 2017, Pp: 494+ xiv
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Frank, Richard MacDonough, Philosophy, Theology and Mysticism in Medieval Islam. Texts and Studies on
the Development and History of Kalam, Volume I, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies
Series), x+ 392 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2005.

Frank, Richard M., Early Islamic Theology: The Mu ‘tazilites and al-Ash ‘ari. Texts and Studies on the De-
velopment and History of Kalam, Volume II, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series),
xii+384 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007.

Frank, Richard M., Classical Islamic Theology: The Ash ‘arites. Texts and Studies on the Development and
History of Kalam, Volume III, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), x+428 pp.,
Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008.
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4. Wilferd Ferdinand Madelung.
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15. Joseph E. Lowry.

16. Devin J. Stewart.

17. Shawkat M. Toorawa.

18. Mu'tazilism after ‘Abd al-Gabbar: Abii Rasid al-Nisabiri’s K. Masa’il al-Hilaf fi [-Usiil (Studies on the Transmission of Knowledge from
Iran to Yemen in the 6th/12th and 7th/13th c., I).

19. Mutazilism in Rayy and Astarabad: Abu I-Fadl al-‘Abbas b. Sharwin (Studies on the Transmission of Knowledge from Iran to Yemen in
the 6th/12th and 7th/13th c., II).
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20. The Mu ‘tazili and Zaydi Reception of Abtt |-Husayn al-Basri’s Kitab al-Mu‘tamad fI Usul al-Figh: A Bibliographical Note.

21. Yasuf al-Basir’s Rebuttal of Aba I-Husayn al-BastT in a Yemeni Zaydi Manuscript of the 7th/13th Century.

22. Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, Rational Theology in Interfaith Communication: Abu I-Husayn al-Basri’s Mu ‘tazili Theology
among the Karaites in the Fatimid Age, Leiden, Brill, 2006, pp. 13-59.

23. Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, “Yusuf al-Basir’s First Refutation (Naqd) of Abu I-Husayn al-Basr1’s Theology”, in: A Common
Rationality: Mu ‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism, ed. C. Adang, S. Schmidtke and D. Sklare, Wiirzburg, Ergon, 2007, pp. 229-276.
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24. ibid, pp. 277 - 296.

25. Hassan Ansari, Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, “Yusuf al-Basir’s Rebuttal of Abu |-Husayn al-BastT in a Yemeni Zaydi Man-
uscript of the 7th/13th Century”, in: The Yemeni Manuscript Tradition, Edited by: David Hollenberg, Christoph Rauch, Sabine Schmidtke,
Brill, Leiden, 2015, pp. 28 - 65.

26. Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, “Ytsuf al-Basir’s First Refutation (Naqd) of Abu I-Husayn al-BasT’s Theology”, in: 4 Common
Rationality: Mu ‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism, pp. 229-276.

27. Hassan Ansari, Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, “Yusuf al-Basir’s Rebuttal of Abu I-Husayn al-Basr in a Yemeni Zaydi Manu-
script of the 7th/13th Century”, in: The Yemeni Manuscript Tradition, pp. 45 - 54.

28 . The Zaydi Reception of Ibn Khallad’s Kitab al-Usul: The Ta‘liq of Aba Tahir b. ‘Alf al-Safar.

29. Ansari, Hassan; Schmidtke, Sabine, The Zaydi reception of Bahshamite Mu ‘tazilism: Facsimile Edition of MS Shiraz, Library of the Faculty
of Medicine at the University of Shiraz (‘Allama Tabataba’i Library), majmi‘a 102, 378 pp, Piscataway, New Jersey, United States, Gorgias
Press LLC, 2019.

30. Iranian Zaydism during the 7th/13th Century: Abt |-Fadl b. Shahrdawir al-Daylami al-Jilani and His Commentary on the Qur’an.
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32. The Cultural Transfer of Zaydi and non-Zaydi Religious Literature from Northern Iran to Yemen, Sixth/Twelfth Century through Eighth/
Fourteenth Century.

33. The Literary-Religious Tradition among 7th/13th Century Yemeni Zaydis: The Formation of the Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b.
al-Husayn b. al-Qasim (d. 656/1258).

34, The Literary-Religious Tradition among 7th/13th Century Yemeni Zaydis (II): The Case of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-"Ansi (d. 667/1269).

35. Between Aleppo and Sa‘da: The Zaydi Reception of the Imami Scholar Ibn al-Bitriq al-Hill1.
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36. Zaydi Theology in Yemen, Third/Ninth through Ninth/Fifteenth Centuries.
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39. The Shi‘T Reception of Mu tazilism (II): Twelver Shis.

40. Al-Shaykh al-TusI: His Writings on Theology and Their Reception.

41. The Reception of al-Shaykh al-Tusi’s Theological Writings in 6th/12th Century Syria. ‘Abd al-Rahmdn b. “Ali b. Muhammad al-Husayni
and his Commentary on al-Shaykh al-Tusi’s Mugaddima. Facsimile edition with Introduction and Indices. Tehran: Mirath-e maktib & the
Research Unit Intellectual History of the Islamicate World, Berlin.
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42. Hassan Ansari and Sabine Schmidtke, “Al-Shaykh al-Tasi: His Writings on Theology and their Reception”, The Study of Shi ‘i Islam:

History, Theology and Law, ed. F. Daftary and G. Miskinzoda, London: 1.B. Tauris, 2014, pp. 475-497.
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