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Gachoo: A Traditional Cot in Sirjan

Mehri Moayed Mohseni'

Abstract

In the past, cots were indispensable tools of child-raising. On the one
hand, busy mothers who had to work long hours and, on the other, the need
for a safe and peaceful place for little kids made the presence of this tool
necessary. These tools, offering the safest and most peaceful existence to
children after the mothers’ arms, have different names in different places. In
Sirjan, they are called gachoo and were quite important to its people. Making
a cot and methods of using them and taking care of a cot after the child
would grow up all were done with especial rituals. The process of making a
gachoo depended on the economic powers of the family which would
determine the material used in making it and its quality.

In this article, data are collected through collaborative observation and
field study and the writer deals with the way a gachoo is made, and the
existing oral literature that exist round this object. The results would indicate
that the rituals of gachoobandoon was performed quite seriously for the
firstborn after ten days of the child’s birth, and other children would also
have a gachoobandoon ceremony. Besides, there used to be an emotional
relation between the child and the gachoo. Nowadays, old gachoos are used
as decorations.

Keywords: Cot, Gachoo, Gachoobandoon, Sirjan folklore, Oral
literature of Sirjan.

1. Assistant cultural researcher of Sirjan, retired teacher, Email:
mehri_moayed_mohseni@yahoo.com
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Ramadan as narrated by People of Hormozgan

Ali Mohsenizadeh'
Hamid Eslami Dehvasati?
Sara Sadeghi®
Ruhangiz Vaziri*

Abstract

Ramadan rituals are regarded by Muslims as highly respectable.
Everywhere, the rituals of Ramadan start a couple of days before the moon
crescent is observed in the sky — new moon sighting - and continues to Eid
Al-Fitr. Many of Ramadan rituals are the same among Shiites and Sunnis in
Hormozgan and they perform the rituals side by side. Preparing for Ramadan
starts at mid Shaaban. These rituals include paying Zakat, baking bread and
cookies, flouring wheat, cleansing mosques and houses. Three days before
Ramadan starts, people welcome the holy month by fasting. New moon
sighting has also especial rituals among Shiites and Sunnis. In the past, the
dawn was announced using specific methods. In this article, rituals round
Suhur (pre-dawn meal), Iftar (evening meal), child fasting, treating the
person who fasts, setting up sessions for complete reading of the Quran,
rituals of Ahya vigil nights, rituals for the martyrdom of Imam Ali, Eid of the
dead, and saying adieu to the month of Ramadan are discussed. Moreover,
Sabriah fasting, which is six days after Eid Al-Fitr, is performed by both
Shiites and Sunnis. The data used in this article has been collected through

1. assistant cultural researcher of Bandar Lengeh

2. assistant cultural researcher of Minab

3. assistant cultural researcher of Bandar Lengeh -Kish

4. MA in teaching Persian to non-Persian Speakers, (corresponding author). Email:
raheleh504@gmail.com
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collaborative observations and include field study managed and organized by
assistant cultural researchers.

Keywords: Ramadan in Bandar Lengeh, Ramadan in Minab,
Ramadan in Kish, Ramadan in Hormozgan, Sabriah fasting.
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A Review of “Eid Al-Fitr” Rituals among Muslims

Seyyed Alireza Hashemi*

Abstract

Eid Al-Fitr is a holiday Muslims celebrate after the month of Ramadan
ends and the month of Shawwal begins. This day is a holiday in all Islamic
countries, and all Muslims around the world celebrate it by performing
certain religious rituals. Fasting on this day is religiously forbidden
(Haraam). Muslims perform the Eid prayer and pay Zakat Al-Fitreh which is
a religious obligation. In all Iranian towns and villages, Eid Al-Fitr is
jubilant and auspicious and Muslims say their Eid prayers and celebrate the
day by performing especial rituals. This study has been carried out based on
documentary and library research and deals with the history of this day,
ways and modes of performing rituals, saying Eid prayers, and paying Zakat
Al-Fitreh and other customs related to it. At the end, there is a brief review
of the places in which this ritual is performed.

Keywords: Ramadan, Zakat Al-Fitreh, Eid Al-Fitr, Alvida’, Eid Al-
Fitr prayer, chief Muslim Eid

1. PhD in folklore and researcher of folklore, Email: 400hashemi@gmail.com
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Harim and Mahramiat (Privacy and Legal Intimacy) in
Traditional Iranian Houses

Shahrzad Doosti*

Abstract

Home is a holy territory and the center of familial unanimity. It is also a
haven and the major dwelling place of the family members. In the past,
houses not only served to procure a living space, but also they safeguarded
the private territory of the family. As a result, all the elements of a traditional
Iranian house were constructed based on a predetermined and rigid
philosophy that governed moral, religious and cultural concerns, protecting
the family from being seen or heard of. The writer of this article employs an
analytical-descriptive method alongside library research. The findings of this
article demonstrate that architecture of traditional houses was motivated by a
desire to reflect and express cultural and religious beliefs of people and in
this way to affect and control their behavior. Hence, content always had a
transcendental significance for people. So structure gave shape to content in
accordance with essential characteristics of humanity as a method to
guarantee the family members’ peace of mind. A widely noticed
characteristic of these architectural sites was their introversion, which was
heavily emphasized due to cultural and ethnic tendencies and the importance
of the inside and the private among Iranians. The structures of these houses
closely observe the issues of privacy and legal intimacy. Accordingly, legal
intimacy necessitated a hierarchical establishment of rooms as sites of
intimacy. Therefore, all the rooms followed the same architectural

1. MA in research in Social sciences, researcher at folk lore division of, IRIB, Email:
doosti43@gmail.com



