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An Examination of Idealism and Realism
From the series of papers on conflict and disagreement in Islamic jurisprudence
Authored by Noel James Coulson, translated by Esmaeil Nematollahi & Mohammad Emamipour.

Sayyid Sadiq Sayyid Hosseini Tashi
Researcher and author of Level 4 (PhD) of Islamic Seminary.
seyedsadegh1348@gmail.com

Abstract

Noel. James Coulson, the famous Orientalist, is the author of the paper" Idealism
and Realism in Islamic Jurisprudence". In this paper, he tries to prove that Islamic
jurisprudence has a completely ideal nature but over the consecutive centuries,
Islamic governments have gradually and inevitably taken a pragmatic and realist
approach.

Coulsen's views can be analyzed and examined in seven areas: 1. Pragmatism and
realism in the conduct of jurists 2. Ages of idealism and pragmatism 3. Disa-
greement between idealism and social realities 4. Evidence of jurists' idealism in
criminal claims. 5. Evidence of idealism in the system of religious courts 6. Disa-
greement between idealism and expediency 7. Disagreement between idealism
and jurisprudential practice. In all of these areas, he has focused on idealism and
an abstract view in confrontation with pragmatism, expediency, and realism in
Islamic jurisprudence.

Our analysis of the resources and content of Islamic jurisprudence indicates that
Coulsen does not have a comprehensive understanding of Sharia and how it is
accomplished.

Keywords

Islamic jurisprudence, law, Islamic judgment, idealism, realism, Ijtihad Taqlid.

1. This paper has been prepared and authored in Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy.
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