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1- autism spectrum disorder
2- neurodevelopmental disorders
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3- Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders-fifth edition

4- Pivotal Response Treatment
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1- Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related
Communication Handicapped

2- Picture Exchange Communication System

3- Social Stories

4- Applied Behavior Analysis

5- Skinner 6- lvar Lovass
7- aphasia 8- Birnbrauer
9- Leach 10- Sheinkopf

11- Siegel
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1- Google Scholar

@ Gilliam Autism Rating Scale; @ The Autism Treatment Evaluation Checklist
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® Childhood Autism Rating Scale; @ Raven Progressive Matrices; @ Bender-Gestalt Test; ® Goodenough Draw-A-Man Test;
® Vineland Social Maturity Scale; © Checklist for Autism in Toddlers
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1- Content Analysis Checklist

2- Cohen
4- Cramer

3- Howitt
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1- Reichow
3- Eldevik
5- Reed

2- Wolery
4- Makrygianni
6- Peters-Scheffer
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Effectiveness of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) for Children
with Autism Spectrum Disorders in Iran, 2005-2013: A Meta-analysis

Abstract

Obijectives: The present meta-analysis was aimed to evaluate the effectiveness
of applied behavior analysis (ABA) on behavioral problems and difficulties in
children with autism spectrum disorders in Iran. Method: A total of 142
studies published from 2005 to 2013 were reviewed and eight studies were
selected for meta-analysis based on applying appropriate methodologies. The
eight studies involved a total of 200 participants and since each study focused
on multiple autism-related problems, 28 effect sizes were obtained. The
research instrument was a checklist of content analysis. Results: The overall
mean effect size was found to be r=0.83 (p<0.001). The highest effect size
(r=0.926) was obtained in the research of Khorramabadi, et al. (for the variable
of cognitive skills) and the lowest effect size (r=0.151) was seen in the study of
Mashhadi, et al. (for the variable of social development). Conclusion: The
results indicate a large effect size of ABA on decreasing the problems and
difficulties of children with autism spectrum disorders in Iran. In addition,
greater effects are found when this method is used in long-term and with
higher intensity. Therefore, it seems that ABA can be used as an appropriate
treatment method for children with autism spectrum disorders.

Key words: meta-analysis; applied behavior analysis (ABA); autism spectrum
disorders
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