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Introduction

Evaluation plays a vital role in instruction. Assessment and evaluation are
fundamental components of teaching and learning. Assessment is the process of
collecting and documenting information on individual student learning, while evaluation
is the process of analyzing, reflecting, summarizing and making decisions based on this
information. The purpose of assessment is to inform teaching and improve learning.
Hence, assessment of learning and assessment for learning are integral parts of the
teaching and learning process. They are also essential for measuring the extent of student
learning (evaluation of learning). Evaluation should be designed in ways that promote
student learning, whether learning the subject or professional domain or competencies,
literacies and skills at a subject or broader level. Integrated evaluation believes that
attention to the methods of evaluation and feedback, and the use of self-evaluation and
peer-evaluation, coupled with the tenets, are fundamental to student learning.

Transforming evaluation is a process that requires the involvement of a wide range of
stakeholders in a cycle of review, planning, and action. Doing so has implications for the
infrastructure of the institution, for the dialogue required between the staff and students
about evaluation, and for curriculum review and development. Transforming evaluation
can have a positive impact upon student learning and student satisfaction as well as in
promoting greater confidence in academic standard. Conceptualization of integrated
evaluation has been the concern of policymakers in the Iranian educational system. The
same is true of striking a balance between formative and summative assessments at the
module and program level, with formative assessment thoroughly integrated within
learning and teaching.

The aim of the research

The purpose of this study was to design and explore the components of the integrated
evaluation framework for the academic achievement of secondary schoolers in the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

Research question
1. What is the appropriate framework for evaluating academic achievement?
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Methodology

The current investigation could be considered a multiple qualitative case study. Thel6
participants in this study were selected from the university faculty members and some
experts in charge of measurement and academic achievement evaluation centers of Fars
province from 4 districts of educational offices. The purposeful sampling and criteria
method was used to choose the participants. The qualitative data was analyzed through
thematic analysis (basic, organizational and wide spreading meaning). The analytical
approach used to explore the framework components was on the basis of Re-
contextualization approach (Morris, 1994).

Results

Data in the study was classified into 22 basic themes and 8 organizing themes, with
the latter including the purpose of evaluation, weighting the qualitative and quantitative
evaluation, methods of data collection, feedback, stake-holders in the evaluation process,
teaching, infrastructural requirements, and validity of the results of the integrated
evaluation. The triangulation techniques used in the study corroborated the validity of the
framework. The findings of the current study will help the country's education system
planners to create a new education program for curriculum evaluation.

Conclusion

The results of the study corroborated the validity and reliability of the proposed
framework for the integrated assessment of academic achievement. Therefore, it is
possible now to introduce the proposed framework with relative confidence as an efficient
and reliable framework for the integrated assessment of academic achievement. The
framework can explain the subject in different aspects of the integrated assessment of
academic achievement. Accordingly, it can be claimed that the study has succeeded in
developing and introducing a framework for the integrated assessment of academic
achievement. As a reliable conceptual framework, it can serve as the basis of evaluation
and can be used for further designs and actions related to the integrated assessment of
academic achievement.

The goal of this study is attainment of the framework of higher education curriculum
based on life-long education approach. This study is qualitative and its method is
qualitative collective case study. Analytical approach in codification of the framework is
on the basis of restructuring (reconstruction) approach. Potential participants of the study
included eight faculty members of academic groups of humanities, applied science,
agriculture and animal husbandry, technical and engineering, and art and architecture in
Shiraz University that at least once as a member of university curriculum council have
participated in this council and five other individuals, were curriculum specialists
(curriculum experts) who were selected by judgment sampling method in type of
Ucrérion[ ] In order to analyze the qualitative data, content analysis method (basis,
organizer and meaning of learner) using N-Vivo software was applied. The results of
study are indicative of existence of 119 base contents, 9 first-level organizer contents
according to nine elements of curriculum of Klein (goal, content, learner activity,
educational aids (educational materials), teaching-learning strategies, teaching time,
teaching space, grouping of learners, and evaluation) and 18 second-level organizer
contents. Finally, the network of contents of life-long curriculum in higher education
system was designed and its validation was done through validity and reliability
techniques and using terangolation.

Keywords: lifelong education, lifelong learning, higher education curriculum.





