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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of blended teaching (teaching
through networking and mobile-based teaching) on learning the concepts of social
studies among the 9th grade students. A semi-experimental research with
experimental and control group was conducted. The statistical population included
all the ninth-grade female students in the 20th district of Tehran in the academic
year of 2012-2013, out of which 50 individuas were selected randomly. Two groups
of 26 students took part in classes using mobile electronic booklet along with
traditional learning. In addition, two groups of 24 individuals participated in classes
using blogging and forum combined with traditional teaching methods. The research
instrument included a researcher-made questionnaire designed to measure students'
progress and understanding of the concepts of social studies. This includes 30
questions from 6 components of book concepts that were randomly drawn from
three sections: geography, history, and social studies. To determin validity of the
instrument, its content was investigated by experts and practitioners. ANCOVA
(covariance test) was used to analyze the statistical data about each of the research
hypotheses. The analysis of the results showed that in the section on history and
social studies, the methodology of using a mobile booklet is more effective than the
blog and forum methodology, and in the geography lesson, the method of blogging
and dialogue with the mobile phonebook and booklet was not significantly different
in terms of academic achievement and both methods were effective.
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