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Zero-sum transactions are transactions in which the expense of one of the
traders is against other’s interest; and just as much as one body harms
someone else will benefit. The main application of zero-sum transactions is
the risk management. Some believe that the prohibition of gambling is
because of being a zero-sum transaction, so every another zero-sum
transaction is rejected in Islam.

In exploring the concept of gambling will reach the conclusion that
literally and in terms of jurists and the Hadith, gambling rests on three
pillars: 1- The game 2- The overcoming 3- The betting. Of these three
pillars, only "the betting" is available in the zero-sum transactions. The
betting means pledging a certain fund by both sides to transfer at the end
from the loser to winner. "The overcoming" means that each of the parties
have the intention and effort to overcome another which is called "win-lose"
in Slang. In the zero-sum transactions no one intends to win and overcome
the other side, but all are simply looking to make a profit. "The game" means
some work that has no reasonability while a zero-sum transaction has at least
an important benefit and rational purpose, that is the risk hedging. As a
result, a zero-sum transaction is not gambling.
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