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Introduction

Islamic Art is a term which has been in use since more than one thousand
years ago. However, there is not still a general consensus on its concept. Since
we have witnessed various exhibitions on Islamic Art held during the recent
years, the objective of the present research was to examine several exhibitions
on Islamic Art, as case studies, in order to study how Islamic Art has been de-
fined by the leaflets introducing the exhibitions and by the works presented so
that a better appreciation of Islamic Art in Contemporary Time can be reached.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is analytic-descriptive in nature and the data
were collected based on library sources and on leaflets of the exhibitions as well
as museums presenting works of Islamic Art. Here, in order to have a better un-
derstanding of the characteristics of Islamic Art, four exhibitions (as case stud-
ies) presenting works of Islamic Art were examined. Then, the results of each
were analyzed. The exhibitions examined included The Contemporary Art of
the Middle East (two rounds); A Long and Tortuous Journey through the Land
of Contemporary Art; The Islamic Tradition of Art and Islam in the Course of
Time and Place and finally The Worlds of Wonder: Art and Islam in the Course
of Time and Place.

Findings and Discussion

1. The exhibition of Islamic Art: Now: The Contemporary Art of the

middle East; Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA); (2015) 1,

Curator Linda Komarov; 25 works of the contemporary artists of the

Middle East and northern Africa.

The artworks presented were mainly photographic works. Yet, other me-
dia such as printing, montage of neon lights as well as typography were also
available. The works presented represented geographical identity of the artists,
Islamic clothes, Arabic alphabet, life styles as well as social status of the Islamic
societies.
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Picture 1

Rostam, Siamak Filizadeh, The exhibition of
Islamic Art

Now: The Contemporary Art of the Middle East,
2016.

Source:ia800704 .us.archive.org
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2. The exhibition of Islamic Art, Now: The Contemporary Art of the
Middle East; Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA); (2016)2,
Curator Linda Komarov;

31 works of Iranian artists, Arab countries, Turkey, Azerbaijan and northern
Africa.

In the second round of the exhibition of Islamic Art: Now, the variety of the
works presented was richer and the number of the countries taking part was
more than the previous round. In addition to paintings, works of print and pho-
tography, other artworks such as collage, video-painting and woven works (car-
pets, in particular) could be seen. The works presented were mainly concerned
with culture of countries taking part in the exhibition.

3. A Long and Tortuous Journey through the Land of Contemporary
Art and The Islamic Tradition. Katonah Museum of Art (2018)3; Cura-
tor Elizabeth Rooklidge.

38 artworks from 30 artists were presented.

As the catalogue of the exhibition reads, this exhibition was held to find
the answer to one question: In the hasty situation of the contemporary world in
which technology has had a strong influence on artistic activities, why have the
artists returned to forms dating back to hundreds or even thousands years ago?
Is it merely because the Islamic Art is their cultural heritage? (1: 2018). The
art works presented in the exhibition included Islamic photography, calligram,
miniature, Persian miniature, geometric patterns, textiles and carpets, photogra-
phy and works of print, collage, video art as well as architectural works. Some
works had been created by applying modern devices such as digital printers,
graphics softwares, video recording cameras. Although, some other works had
been created with the help of traditional tools, the expressions and themes are
modern.

4. The exhibition of The Worlds of Wonder: Art and Islam in the Course
of Time and Place; The New Ark Museum (2018) 4. In this exhibition,
more than 100 excellent artworks of The New Ark Museum had been
presented.

According to the webpage of The New Ark Museum, two salient features of

Picture 2

No Title, Kamran Sharif, The artwork was
bought by Los Angeles County Museum of Art
(LACMA) to be presented in section of The
Contemporary Art of the Middle East.
Source:1a800704 .us .archive.org

Picture 3

Prayers mats; Basra Khan; Afghan, Hindi,
American; A Long and Tortuous Journey through
the Land of Contemporary Art and the Islamic
Tradition.

Katonah Museum of Art.

Source: katonahmuseum.org
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this exhibition were presentation of artworks of Southeastern Asia and Eastern/
Western Africa- regions ignored in many exhibitions on Islamic Art-as well as
presentation of modern and contemporary Islamic artworks along with histori-
cal artworks. The artworks presented were mainly concerned with the following
fields focusing on issues like religion as well as culture and lifestyles of Mos-
lems across the globe during history.

1. Exquisite inscriptions: writing as art.

2. Internationality: Today and Tomorrow.

3. Hospitality: Fasting, Festive and Amusements.

4. Architecture and related topics.

5. Humble Beauty: Clothes, Fashion and Faith

Conclusion

The artworks mentioned have been the result of artistic innovation, applying
modern devices and technology, expression of the artists’ social stances, apply-
ing visual elements and getting the Islamic concepts involved (such as form,
meaning or both), using modern titles in harmony with social and econom-
ic changes of the contemporary world. Moslem artists or artists with Moslem
originality, by using all these features, have managed to create an art commonly
recognized as the Contemporary Islamic Art among the western nations.

Footnotes
1.https://www.lacma.org/art/exhibition/islamic-art-now-contemporary-art-middle-east
2 .https://collections.lacma.org/node/2117391

3. http://www.katonahmuseum.org/exhibitions/archive/

4. https://lwww.newarkmuseum.org/wondrous-worlds-traveling
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Picture 4

No Title. Hassan Masoudi (Iraqi artist); Ink and
pigment on paper. A Long and Tortuous Journey
through the Land of Contemporary Art and the
Islamic Tradition.

Katonah Museum of Art.

Source: katonahmuseum.org

Picture 5

No Title. Monir Farmanfarmaiean; (Iranian-
American artist); Mirror Collage. A Long
and Tortuous Journey through the Land of
Contemporary Art and the Islamic Tradition.
Katonah Museum of Art.

Source: katonahmuseum.org
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