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Introduction

The motifs used in Persian and Indian carpets are replete with concepts and  Keyword:
symbolic meanings deeply rooted in myths, cultures and beliefs of both coun- :;Zr:a
tries. One of these motifs is the bird motif, the symbol of freedom and salvation, symbole
which can be seen as common or specific motifs in many Persian or Indian g;rrd o
carpets. Bird motifs have been often shown in the middle of green meadows P
or beautiful gardens alluding to divinity and promised paradise. As mentioned,
since old motifs are strongly interwoven with mythical motifs as well as ancient
symbols, the research problem of the present study is to examine the nature of
such symbols applied in Persian and Indian carpets. In fact, the study aimed to
reveal the symbolic meanings latent in such old motifs. In this connection, in an
article entitled Naturalism and Aesthetics in Persian Carpets, Chitsazian (2006)
addressed the influence of naturalism on Persian carpets. Similarly, in another
article entitled Interpretation of Fish Motifs in Safavid Carpets, Sabbaghpour
and Shayestehfar (2009) tried to decipher the symbolic meanings of fish motifs
used in Safavid carpets with the help of verses in Rumi’s Masnavi.

Methodology

The methodology of this qualitative study is descriptive-analytic. Here, the
typology of bird matifs, in terms of vision angle and location, has been exam-
ined in a number of Persian and Indian carpets.

Findings and Discussion

In most cultures, birds symbolize spirit playing an intermediary between the
Earth and the Heaven. According to most ancient beliefs, the spirit of a person
leaves the body in a form of a bird after death. Bird, therefore, is the symbol
of spirit (Mitford, 68: 2009). By designing and weaving the bird motifs, carpet
designers and weavers, consciously or unconsciously, reflected their hopes and
aspirations in the carpets. In table ¢, those birds which have been commonly
represented in the carpets of two mentioned cultures have been given.
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Table 1 - symbolic meanings of the bird motifs in carpets and rugs.

Bird's Name Symbolic Meaning Source
Eagle Eagle is the symbol of power, fertility and life. Later on,however,it | Nowrouz Zadeh
represented life and immortality . Chegini; 27:1997.
Peacock Peacock represents the guard of life tree. It also symbolizes the eternal Author.
life after death.
Phoenix In Persian carpets, the motif of phoenix has been depicted grappling | Khosravifar and
with beasts which represent devilish power like dragon (the battle Chitsazian, 2011.
between evil).
Stork The motif of stork in Persian carpets can be often seen as it is choking | Khosravifar and
a snake alluding to evil being overcome by good. Since stork isalso | Chitsazian,2011.
related to water, it seems that its motif alludes symbolically to water as
well.
Rooster Rooster symbolizes the sun, promises light and alludes to good. It Khosravifar and
sometimes has been use beside the motifs of angels. Chitsazian,2011.
Hoopoe According to Moslems tribal and mythical beliefs, Solomon’s Esfandiari Kouh -
Hoopoe is one of the Heaven Birds (hoopoes always represent an e-Noor; 197,2:
omen of good fortune). 2005.

Picture 1

Carpet Museum of Iran (2005).

Picture 2

An Indian carpet; woven in Lahore.

Picture 3
A rug with tree -and -bird motif; woven in

Lahore, (now in) Pakistan.
Surce: Walker,2005.
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Conclusion

Taking advantage of a rich variety of symbolic meanings of birds in Persian
culture and beliefs, Persian carpet weavers, familiar with spiritual concepts,
have reflected the symbolically spiritual concepts in their handwoven works
through applying bird motifs. Through economic exchanges with Iranians and
being inspired by the bird motifs shown in Persian carpets, Indian carpet weav-
ers tried to reflect such motifs in their carpets as well. For example, the bird
motifs shown in Indian carpets are very similar to those applied in Kermanl
carpets. The motif of peacock is originally Indian and the Persian carpet weav-
ers have been inspired by it. Among the various birds in nature, certain motifs
of birds like peacock, phoenix, hoopoe and parrot are common between Iran
and India.

Footnote
1- Kerman is one of the Iran’s cities the carpet designs of which are more abstract rather
than natural.
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