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Introduction

One of the issues which helps painters have a better understanding of his- Keyword:

tory of art, is the history of how the artistic genres formed. In this regard, the Developing Landscape

content of a given genre and the historical setting in which it was started to The 17th Century
form (both in terms of time and place) paly major role. The idea of urbanism Netherlands
growth in the 17th century Netherlands led to a gap between man and nature. Painting

In order to alleviate the effect of this regretful situation, Dutch painters started Nature

to create landscape paintings, depending on the public taste, of pristine nature

of the Netherlands. What did motivate the Dutch painters to create landscape

paintings is the specific question the present study tries to answer it. In fact,

this research aimed to give a better understanding of landscape painting of the

17th century Netherlands and the factors affected on it. In this connection, the

book Landscape into Art by Kenneth Clark(1991) has exclusively addressed

the historical course of landscape painting from the Renaissance to the late 19th

century introducing prominent painters of this genre. Landscape and Western

Art by Malcolm Andrews(2009) is another book dealing with different visions

and pictures of nature catered since the Renaissance on.

Methodology

The methodology of the present study is qualitative in nature. Here, the two
landscape painting genres of Flanders mannerist and Dutch realist, have been
addressed in terms of composition and structure. Also, data were collected from
library sources.

Findings and discussion

Concepts such as landscape painting, as a cultural construct, place painting,
landscape painting and politics, different forms of landscape composition, di-
vinity and being picturesque have been addressed. Table 1 shows the features
of the two landscape painting genres of Flanders mannerist and Dutch realist.
Meanwhile, the works of several Dutch painters of the mannerist style have
been introduced.
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Table 1. The comparison between the features of Dutch Realist Landscapes paintings and those of Flanders Mannerist Landscape paintings

Flanders Mannerist Landscapes

Dutch Realist Landscapes

Composition
and Structure

Humanbody is often an integral part of the composition.
While drawing the landscape, the painter considered a
given space for the human body in advance . Human are
often involved in doing a historical or mythical action.

Thus, the number of human bodies is considerable.

Unlike the abstract mannerist-style landscapes,
Dutch landscapes depict real scenes of villages.
Compositions depend heavily on local climates so
thatan extended background is created. Human body

did not play the dominant role any longer.

Often, light colors are applied. Light colors, along
with undertones of different colors, divide the
composition into three general areas: warm brown in
foreground; light green in the middle and the light blue
in the background. The finished picture ended in the

mentioned colors creating perfect underdrawings.

The number of colors was limited and the color brown
was applied as undertone by which the foreground
was made more in focus. Harlem painters who were
very adventurous in forming composition, made use
of new methods of applying colors. These methods
had a significant influence on painters of shading

landscapes style of the 1630’s.

Effective methods and precise control led to a high
rise in production of hectic workshops. Also, some
professional landscape painters cooperated with figure
painters in that the figures were drawn onto just newly
finished landscape. Meanwhile, there were certain
workshops in which young painters added very delicate
parts to the pictures and hence the workshops had been

turned, in a sense, into productions lines.

Dutch realist landscape painters developed a genre
of quick drawing by which the painters could create
fascinating works. As such, a new market of such
works, which were both affordable and aesthetically
valuable, was created. In fact, customers looked for

small pictures to decorate their rooms and houses.
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Picture 1

A landscape of Delft by Johannes Vermeer (1660). In many of his works, particularly in the backgrounds, Vermeer has
painted brilliant pictures of large or small landscapes.

Source: www .wikiart.org

Picture 1
A landscape of Harlem and its farms by Jacob Van Ruisdael (1670)
Source: www .wikiart.org
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Picture 3
Janvan Goyen. Landscape of sand dunes (1631). One of the salient features of Dutch landscape paintings is the limitless

scope of space in all directions; a unique unity in space and atmosphere. Like many other landscape paintings of different
times, in landscape paintings of sand dunes, one can see old rotten fences and aged logs left on the ground.

Source: www.wikiart.org

Picture 4
Janvan Goyen. A landscape of Dordrecht (1644). A rather single-color picture painted of the suburb in Dordrecht

applying wet on wet technique depicting horizon and sky using quick strokes.
Source: www.wikiart.org
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Landscape Painting and Identity Creation

Dutch landscape paintings are mainly related to suburb of Harlem, a region
situated between Amsterdam and Alkmaar. In order to reflect the cultural identity
of the Netherlands, Dutch painters selected the pristine nature of the Netherlands
as their main theme. Sand dunes, for example, based on which Dutch landscape
painting was born, formed the predominant theme. Landscapes of the sand dunes,
ripple marks and aged fences were favorite themes of the famous 17" century
painters like Santvoort, Salomon, Isaack Van Ruisdael and Janvan Goyen. In-
terestingly, the mentioned Dutch realist painters have rarely created pictures of
polders1, wind mills, canals or coal pits indicating the fact that they were not
that interested in such landscapes. In other words, famous Dutch realist painters
did not paint all landscapes they saw but rather they chose their subjects very
selectively.

Conclusion

The most important factors, among others, bringing Dutch landscape paint-
ing to the fore, were political, economic and religious changes. These factors
paved the ground for creating a more prosperous society, a more tolerant reli-
gion and a more permissive economy compared with those of other European
countries. As a result, more immigrants were attracted to the then Netherlands,
a new republic, leading to increased population growth. The population of the
Netherlands tripled during the years 1500-1650 more than a half of which were
city dwellers. The boom in landscape painting in the Netherlands was, to a large
extent, due to the very inclination to urbanization. In fact, it was an anodyne
for the Dutch city dwellers, in hustle and bustle of daily life of the 17th century
Netherlands, to look at the placid scenes of sand dunes; cozy spots to relax.
Visual fleeing to the suburbs is the most sensible justification for the popularity
of the mentioned genre in the Netherlands. In a sense, landscape paintings, im-
plicitly, evoked a collective sense of cultural and social identity for the Dutch.
All these factors, turned the landscape painting into an independent genre which
had many fervent customers.

Footnote
1. A polder is a low-lying tract of land created by embanking the sea water.
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- Gifford E .Melanie (1995 ). Hictoricalpaintinting Techniques. Materials, and studio . Article: Style and

Technique in Dutch Landscape painting in the 1620. Ntional Gallery of art.140_147

—Klaver,Irene J. 2014 ). Dutch Landscape Painting:Documenting Globalization and Environmental

Imagination. Article12« Available at:http:/ /ideaexchange .uakron.edu /docam /112 -

-https://www .wikiart.org /en /jan_van_goyen. Desamber. 2017. -



