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Extended Abstract

Internationalization has become a major issue and a widespread phenomenon in higher
education area.. One of the aspects of policy making in this area is paying attention to
the cultural dimensions of internationalization of higher education, which provides the
terms of acceptance of this phenomenon and prevents conflicts. Considering the
importance of cultural issues and the role of reproduction of culture in higher
education, this article seeks to answer the question of what cultural requirements for
internationalization of higher education are required. To answer this question, a mixed
research method (qualitative and quantitative) was used. The findings showed that in
order to promote the internationalization of higher education in Iran, it was necessary
to consider the adoption of cultural policy at the levels of governance, the international
environment, the domestic environment (national culture), and universities and higher
education institutions simultaneously, and in each case it is necessary to adopt proper
policies. The main suggestion of this paper is presented in the form of a comprehensive
and universal model based on all levels and the far and near environment of higher
education.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, the internationalization of higher education has been
dramatically centered on the agendum of worldwide higher education systems.
Today, this global trend has an important impact on the formation of missions,
strategic plans and practical Actions of higher education institutions. Higher
education is an essential component of culture, and a society can not consider it as a
simple commodity. The institution of higher education in Iran has the function of
reproducing the dominant culture and can not passively act against the effects of
internationalization of higher education on the country's culture. On the other
hand, entering internationalization of higher education is an advantage that can not
be ignored, and whether or not it will affect the higher education system.

Therefore, in order to enter internationalization, it is required to have a cultural
policy (The concept of cultural policy in this paper is not a methodological
framework or a procedure analysis tool, but it is a national approach recognized as a
consistent and prominent policy that is implicitly or explicitly acted upon). The
main issue of the present study is answering these questions: what is the framework
of this cultural policy and how can they be organized in the form of a coherent
conceptual model? What are these policies in the far and near environment of the
university?

PURPOSE

The main goal of this paper is to design and explain the internationalization model
of higher education in the Islamic Republic of Iran from the perspective of cultural
policy and seeks to provide an intellectual support for achieving the cultural
document for the internationalization of higher education in Iran. Hoping it may to
help universities in the country to enter the internationalization process of higher
education with an emphasis on cultural factors.

METHODOLOGY

The method used in this paper is a sequential exploratory blend method, where in
qualitative data collected first and then quantitative data collected. At the qualitative
stage, the semi-structured interview was conducted with thirteen international
university experts and managers, then the data were analyzed by inductive content
analysis method. In the quantitative stage, a researcher-made questionnaire was
distributed among international managers, experts and experienced people in
higher education, and its data was analyzed using confirmatory factor analysis.

RESULT

At the qualitative stage, after the semi-structured interview coding, 16 sub-
categories were extracted, which included four main categories: international
environment, domestic environment (national culture), government, and



universities and institutions of higher education. at the quantitative stage, the
results of the confirmatory factor analysis indicated that the model fitted to each of
the four levels. That is, the elements and components associated with each level of
the international cultural policy of higher education have correctly measured the
levels, so each part of the model confirmed and has been significantly consistent
with the status quo.

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings of this paper, we can say that in order to implement the
internationalization of higher education in Iran, while building the necessary
infrastructure, we need to use cultural policy, which is referred to four levels in this
study. These levels should be considered as an interconnected and dynamic set so
that the cultural conditions of internationalization can be prepared at the
universities of the country and in the domestic environment. The findings have
shown that internationalization is a process (not a project) that the current system
of higher education needs to implement a variety of cultural musts within the
framework of cultural policies In order to develop and benefit from it. Such an idea
can only be achieved through a systematic and holistic approach. This attitude is
represented in the model extracted from the present research. These policies must
consider the government to university's chain.

Chart 1. Conceptual model derived from quantitative and qualitative data
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NOVELTY

In this paper, considering that culturally less attention has been paid to this subject,
we tried to study the internationalization of higher education with a cultural
approach, and present a Model in the context of Cultural Framework for
Internationalization of Higher Education in Iran. A model that can be used to
formulate a cultural policy for the internationalization of higher education.
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