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Religious Themes and Motifs on the Coins of
Afsharid Dynasty (1148-1210 AH)

Javad Mousavi Dalini'

Abstract: The political and social context and changes have an important role in
shaping government-related visual and artistic works. Changes in the writing and content
on Iranian coins were subject to changes with the rise and fall of dynasties. Rulers of this
land have caused such changes for a variety of reasons. In this research, a combination of
field study, desk study and historical analytical method has been used to understand the
trend of religious themes and motifs on the Afsharid coins, as well as the attitudes of the
rulers of this dynasty towards such motifs. This research aims to explain the relationship
between the contents of Afsharid period coins, especially the era of Nadir Shah Afshar, as
an intense period full of crises of legitimacy and religious thought. In other words, it tries to
understand the position of coins as a reflection of these concepts and their evolution. The
results of the research indicate that the religious insight and attitude of the rulers of this
period affected the content of common coins. The first coins during Nader Shah period
shows Shiite rituals, however, immediately after the coronation and abandoning the Shiite
rites and expansion of its territory, the content focuses on his power and glory. The
significance of the issue is that, given that many political challenges have taken place in
Afsharid dynasty, artwork, and in particular the coins of this era, can serve as a display of
the emergence of new themes and signs.

Keywords: Numismatics, Afsharid dynastey, Nader Shah, Adel Shah, Shahrokh
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4 Rabino, 1973, p. 29.
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