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A study of the Effects of Commercial Competition
between Fatimids and Abbasids on the Tendency of
the South Kerman Nomadic tribes of Qufs toward
the Fatimid Ismaili

Nahid Shafiei!
Ali Mohammad Valavi’

Maryam Moezzi®

Abstract: With the establishment of the Fatimids® Caliphate in 297AH in Aftica, the leaders
of the Movement started to develop their dominance over different Islamic regions through the
"Invitation Organization". One of the focal points of the Fatimid inviters was the mountainous areas
of Qufs in southern Kerman, as the headquarters of the Qufs nomadic tribes, who tended to the
Fatimid Ismaili. The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of the commercial rivalries of
the Fatimids and Abbasids on the tendency of the Qufs tribes to Fatemi Ismaili, and analyzes the
subject through historical analysis. The findings of this study indicate that the Fatimids within the
context of their commercial completion with the Abbasids and with the aim of weakening their
power, tried to shift the trade route from the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea and, in order to achieve
this, caused some disturbances in the network of commercial routes in southern Iran. The Fatimids,
by inviting Qufs nomads to the Fatimid Ismaili, benefited from them as a tool in implanting their
own strategies, and by creating insecurity along the routes of caravans from southern shores of Iran
into the inner regions, succeeded in shifting trade routes from the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea.
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2 Bernard Lewis (1953), The Fatimids and the Route to India, vol. XIV, pp.50-54.
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1 C.E.Bosworth (1976), The Kufichis or Qufs in Persisn history, British Institute of Persian Studies, pp. 9-14.
2 C. E. Bosworth, E. Van Donzel, B. Lewis (1986),"Kufs", The Encyclopedia of Islam, Vol. V, Leiden: pp.
352-353.
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2 Ivanow, W. (ed.) (1936) Ummul — Kitab, Der Islam, pp.1-132.
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1 C. E. Bosworth, The Kufichis or Qufs in Persian history, p. 10.
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