AP

The Journal of Philosophical -Theological Research (JPTR)
Vol.19, No. 4, Winter 2018, Issue 74 (pp. 89-104) ' '
DOI: 10.22091/pfk.2017.1298.1431 (Ve F-A30) VE oo VAP plinss) cpilgzr o ol

An Evaluation of John Hick's View about the Reasons
for the Emergence of Different Conceptions about God

Muhammad Reza Bayat*
Zeinab Amiri™*

Received: 12/01/2017 | Accepted: 27/06/2017

Abstract

John Hick, a contemporary philosopher of analytical philosophy of religion, discusses
about the reasons for the existence of different conceptions of God and impossibility of
accessing the concept of God, which is reviewed in the present paper. First, the paper
mentions the differentiation between the concept of God and conception of God, and
basic features of different conceptions of God, based on Hick's principles, i.e.
differentiation between Kant's noumen and phenumen, New Wittgenstein's "seeing as",
and ineffability of God. Then it proves that Kant's differentiation can only help us to
justify the differentiation between the concept of God and conception of God, not to
defend accessibility of the concept of God, because there is no way to grasp the noumen
of God, according to such differentiation. Furthermore, there is no pure experience to
help us to talk about the concept of God; rather, we always have some conceptions of
God, based on New Wittgenstein's view. God's ineffability also multiplies the problem
of our experience of Him and causes different conceptions of God. Finally, the paper
refers to the results of Hick's view such as his success in differentiating between the
concept of God and conception of God, justifying the existence of different conceptions
of God, opening a way to criticize and study Christian teachings, defending religious
plurality, and his approximation to the panentheistic conception of God.
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