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__ Raghib Isfahani as a Salafi Theologian

By: Hamid Ataie Nazari

Abstract: Different views, sometimes contradicto-
ry ones, have been presents about the theological
religion and beliefs of the well-known scholar
Abulqasim Hussein bin Muhammad bin Mufazzil,
known as Raqib Isfahani, who is widely known due
to the writing of Mufradat Alfaz al-Quryan. Some
considered his as Mwtazilite while others believed
him to be Ashyari, some scholars have spoken of
him as Shia, and some sources introduced him as
Salafi and emphasized on his tendency toward Ahl
al-Hadith. Based on Raqib Isfahani>s only book on
religious beliefs al-Dtigadat and studying the evi-
dences found here, this article has proved that Raqib
Isfahani followed the ideas and beliefs of a Salafi
group called «Ahl-al-Athar» or «Ashab al-Athar»
who, according to Ragqib, is a religion different from
Ahl al-Hadith.

Key words: Raqib Isfahani, Kalam, Ahl-al-Athar,
Ashab al-Hadith, A/-Dtigadat.
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2 . Key, Alexander, A Linguistic Frame of Mind: ar-Ragib al-Isfahani and What It Meant to be Ambiguous, Doctoral dissertation,
Harvard University, 2012, 331 + ix pp.
3. ibid, p. 73.
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46. Wisnovsky, Robert, “One Aspect of the Avicennian Turn in Sunni Theology”,
in: Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, vol. 14 (2004), p. 88.
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