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___Politics, Poetry and Sufism in Medieval Iran
By: Maryam Moshref

Abstract: In 2014, a book about Jamie and the sl o, ool (3 Sy il o]
historical political conditions of the Aq Quyunlu :
era was published in the Brill collection of Persian Sl 0

Cultural Studies. This book includes Chad Ling-
wood’s studies in the form of his dissertation on
Jami’s Salaman va Absal. 1t indicates Salaman va

s T el § 2l Gl b ) o egeg N
g Bl (S5 8 i)l bl plogdly e o0

Absal contains some valuable information regard-
ing the cultural, political, and ethical condition in
the court of Aq Quyunlu during the reign of Sultan
Ya’qub ibn Ozon Hassan. The book consists of one
introduction, five chapters, plus a conclusion and
two attachments one of which is the translation of
Salaman va Absal in English. It can be considered
as an important new study in the area of ninth cen-
tury literature and culture. Many of the sources of
Aq Quyunlu age, such as court agents’ reports, royal
decrees, personal letters, literary Tadhkirah (memo-
randum), and hajj travelogues, and the poems writ-
ten for Ya’qub, have been considered and discussed
in this book. In addition, it has opened a window to
many of the research that has been conducted in the
Western universities and academies in the past two
decades. The author of this paper has tried to intro-
duce the book, explain the content of its chapters,
and finally have a critical look at the features of the
translation of this work.

Key words: Politics, poetry, Sufism, medieval Iran,
Jami, Salaman va Absal, Iranian cultural history,
Chad Lingwood, the culture of ninth-century Iran,
the literature of ninth-century Iran, translation
review, book report, the political condition of Iran,
the cultural condition of Iran, Didactic literature, Aq
Quyunlu, Iranian culture studies.
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Lingwood, Chad G. Politics,
Poetry, and Sufism in Me-
dieval Iran: New Perspec-
tives on Jami’s Salaman va
Absal. Leiden, Boston: Brill,
2014. Studies in Persian Cul-
tural History, Vol. V. ISBN:
9789004254046
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The wine cup, with all that water of joy,
Has remained dry lipped and far from his audiences.
The wine jug, its belly void of that which is forbidden
betakes itself onto a corner, just like ascetics of good repute
Having been excluded from inner sanctuary of his banquets
The pitcher with its head in its hands, heaven hundreds of dry “alas-e”
Even though the flagon once raised its head for him

It has been forsaken, on account of his repentance, its hand on its neck®
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From her lips, the palate drew nothing but sugar,
Which of those was her lips and which was sugar?

From the well of her chin, a sprinkling emanated

And hung from a dimple®
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When, mirror — like, its smoky-j hue was polished,

The shape of an upturned letter nun lingered’
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Though you fell into mire, do not sleep in the muck®
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Apart from this, no other deore comes into my heart

except that I should wash my heart of the joy of phe-
nomenal wine?
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