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— An Overview of Imamiyya Kalami Periods and
Schools in Middle Centuries

By: Hamid Ata’ie Nazari

Abstract: Imamiyya Kalam has not been the same
throughout history, and has undergone many changes in
various aspects. In different eras, Imamiyya theologians
have been impacted by various factors, especially by

the prominent schools of Islamic civilization in partic-
ular Mu’tazila theology, Ash’ari theology, Avicennism
philosophy, and Sadraie’s wisdom; therefore, they have
presented different theological systems of religious beliefs
of Imamiyya Shiism. Familiarity with the theological
schools and the various tendencies that have emerged in
the Imamiyya Kalam is the prerequisite for any detailed
research in this field. In this regard, no definite classifi-
cation of the Imamiyya theological schools have been
presented so far, which both reflects the various main
styles and trends in the history of Imamiyya Kalam, and
is accepted by researchers of this field. In the present
article, an attempt is being made to propose a categoriza-
tion of Imamiyya theological schools and periods. This
new classification is based on the Imamiyya theologians’
styles of thought and distinct theological foundations. So
accordingly, different evolutionary schools and periods
of Imamiyya Kalam in the Middle centuries (from the
fourth to the 11th century AH) are classified into four
periods: 1. Mu’tazila theology including the early and the
late Baghdad Schools, as well as the early Hella School,
2. Mu’tazila- philosophical theology in the late Hella
School, 3. Philosophical theology in Qom School, and 4.
Philosophical-mystical theology in Isfahan School.

Key words: Imamiyya Kalam, periods and schools, theo-
logical school, middle centuries, the early the early and
the late Baghdad School, the late Baghdad School, the
early Hella School, the late Hella School, Qom school,
Isfahan School, Sheikh Mofid, Sheikh Murtaza, Sadi-
doddin Hemmasi Razi, Nasiroddin Toosi, Fayyaz Lahiji,
Mulla Sadra.
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9. “a group of writers, artists, etc. whose style of work or opinions have been
influenced by the same person or ideas”. Oxford advanced learners’s dictionary,
eighth edition, 2010, p. 1366.
10. “a way of thinking that a number of people share”. Ibid.
11 . “aset of ideas or opinions about a matter that are shared by a group of people”.

See: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/school-of-thought.
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Twelver shi‘is”, in: The Oxford handbook of Islamic theology, pp. 204 - 205.
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Schmidtke, Sabine, “The doctrinal views of the Banu I-‘Awd (early 8th /14th cen-

tury): an analysis of ms Arab. f. 64 (Bodleian Library, Oxford).” Le shi’isme
imamite. pp. 357-382.

147 . ibid, p. 377.
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