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__ Does the Mouse Intend to Kill?

By: Juya Jahanbakhsh

Abstract: Abu Tahir Khatooni was one of the
literary men and poets of the fifth and sixth centu-
ries AH, and also one of the agents of Seljuk ruling
system. No collection of poems is left by him; how-
ever, there are some valuable scattered verses and
short poems by him in different literary and histori-
cal works, as well as in tadhkirahs. One of his verse
quoted in Hamdullah Mustoufi Qazvini>s Nozhat
ol-Qoloob is: Moosh chon bazmand az koshtan/ bar
palangan gamiz konad. The present paper is going
to discuss the term «koshtan» which in both manu-
scripts of Nozhat ol-Qoloob available to the author
has been recorded in the same way. According to
the author, this term was originally «leshtan» and
was distorted due to the bad reading of the scribes,
or publishers, or even Mostoufii himself.

Key words: Abu Tahir Khatooni, Seljuk, 5 centu-
ry poet, koshtan, leshtan.
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