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___When the Translator Demolish the Universe on
Nigel’s Mind:
A Review on the Translation of Mind and Cosmos
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By: Mahdi Amirian

Abstract: Thomas Nigel, in his recent work; briefly
titled as the Mind and the Cosmos, tries to stand
against every kind of naturalistic interpretations

of the three categories of consciousness, cognition
and value; and deny the Darwinians’ materialistic
explanation of them. This book should be consid-
ered as the continuation of Nigel’s intellectual pro-
cess. Over the years of his scientific work, he has

always tried to oppose any conventional naturalistic
approach to non-physical affairs. In this paper,

the author is going to review the book translation
done by Javad Heidari and published by Negah-e
Mo’aser publishing house in 1392. Regarding this,
he provides some examples from the translation and
points out the translator’s problems, and then he
presents his own translation. By mentioning some
of the words and phrases which are translated incor-
rectly, or are not translated at all, he also talks about
some of the editing and Persian prose problems.

Key words: Mind and Cosmos, Javad Heidari,
book translation, reviewing the translation, Thomas
Nigel.
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...and the secondary qualities ...were to be analyzed

relationally, in terms of the power of physical things,

acting on the senses, to produce those appearances in the
minds of observers.
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If we take this problem seriously, and follow out its

implications, it threatens to unravel the entire naturalis-
tic world picture.
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positivists, who analyzed the physical world as a con-
struction out of sense data.
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Then, in a rapid historical shift whose causes are
somewhat obscure, idealism was largely displaced in
later twentieth-century analytic philosophy by attempts

at unification in the opposite direction, starting from the
physical.
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It has become clear that our bodies and central ner-

vous systems are parts of the physical world, composed

of the same elements as everything else and completely

describable in terms of the modern versions of the pri-

mary qualities—more sophisticated but still mathemati-
cally and spatiotemporally defined.
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This attempt to overcome the division from the direc-
tion of the mental extends from Berkeley...to the logical
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This would continue the onward march of physical science, through molecular biology,

to full closure by swallowing up the mind in the objective physical reality from which it
was initially excluded.
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The task is to come up with an alternative, and here begins a series of failures.
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the names of mental states and processes were said not to be referring expressions.
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It is certainly true that mental phenomena have behavioral manifestations, which supply
our main evidence for them in other creatures.
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That is required for the identity to be a scientific and not a conceptual truth.
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And what they leave out is just what was deliberately
left out of the physical world by Descartes and Galil-

eo in order to form the modern concept of the physical,
namely, subjective appearances.
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So if W really is @ in this sense, and nothing else, then
® by itself, once its physical properties are understood,
should likewise be sufficient for the taste of sugar, the
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But if we don’t regard that as an option and still want

to pursue a unified world picture, I believe we will have
to leave materialism behind.
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feeling of pain, or whatever it is supposed to be identical
with.
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It seems conceivable, for any @, that there should be
@ without any experience at all.
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I suspect that the appearance of contingency in the relation between mind and brain is

probably an illusion, and that it is in fact a necessary but nonconceptual connection, con-
cealed from us by the inadequacy of our present concepts.
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Certainly the mind-body problem is difficult enough that we should be suspicious of

attempts to solve it with the concepts and methods developed to account for very different
kinds of things.
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