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Abstract

Some ethical theories and moral education approaches consider philanthropy as the
foundation of social morality. Islam recommends love for others. The purpose of
this study was to examine the extent of philanthropy in Islam and to investigate the
capacity of love for the people to be considered as the emotional foundation of
social morality. The research method was descriptive-analytic. The findings showed
that in Islam, philanthropy does not have an absolute value and it must adapt to
some criteria; therefore, it has a limited scope. It is not necessary to love everyone in
heart. On the contrary, social morality has no boundaries, and we are bound to
observe ethics for all people around us. Due to the inconsistency of the scope of
philanthropy and social morality, and disadvantages of considering philanthropy as
the basis of morality, it cannot be the emotional basis and general motive for the
moral social interactions. It is possible that using some other concepts, such as
mercy and so on, could open up new insights in this regard.

Keywords:
Philanthropy, Social morality, Islam, Moral emotions

1. This research was supported by a grant from Shahid Beheshti University (research
contract No. S/600/274)(Title: emotional foundations of moral behavior based on
Holy Quran)

2. f_vodgdani@yahoo.com

received: 2017-10-11 accepted: 2018-05-12

DOI: 10.22051/jontoe.2018.17577.1981



