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In recent decades, reduction of space to mere objectivity has created problems for the science of geog-
raphy. One of the issues in the recognition of geographical space is reflected in the geographical research
that is confined to purely quantitative methods. This paper is an attempt to have a pathological analysis
of the principles of geographical knowledge (i.e. ontology, epistemology and methodology) with respect
to the dominant paradigm of geographical research, in general, and in rural geography knowledge, in
particular. A content analysis of 70 recent geographical articles (rural studies) showed that positivism has
been the dominant approach in geographical research. Also, in 54 articles, the relationship between the
researcher and the researched was identified to be a dichotomous subject-object relationship. The goal
of this article is to seek an understanding of "language" as a starting point to examine the local actors'
: space. Along with language, there are other tools to contribute; questionnaires, statistical models, and

Key words: software analysis techniques such as the GIS software are of benefit too in this respect.
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Extended Abstract things which can be observed and measured in some way.
Quantitative research was the generally accepted research

1. Introduction paradigm in educational research until the early 1980s,
when the “paradigm wars” between the advocates of

he research methodology that has been quantitative and qualitative research reached a new peak.
traditionally used in social sciences for During the 1980s, many quantitative and qualitative re-
several decades is the quantitative meth- searchers argued that their approach was superior. Some
odology, which originated from natural of these researchers were “purists,” in the sense that they
sciences such as biology, chemistry, argued the two approaches could not be used together be-

physics, and geology. It is concerned with investigating
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cause of the differences between the world views or the
philosophies associated with the two approaches.

In recent decades, reduction of space to a mere objective
phenomenon has created problems for the science of ge-
ography. One of these problems is reflected in geographi-
cal research methodology; the research has been confined
to purely quantitative methods in connection with the
recognition of geographical space. This paper attempts
to examine the principles of geographical knowledge (i.e.
ontology, epistemology and methodology) with respect to
the dominant paradigm of geographical research in pa-
thology, in general, and in rural geography knowledge,
in particular.

The goal of this article is to gain an understanding of
"language" as a base for understanding of the problems
from the local actor's perspectives. Alongside with lan-
guage, use is made of such alternatives as questionnaires,
statistical models, and software analysis techniques like
the GIS software.

2. Methodology

The research method of this study is a content analy-
sis. Content analysis is a research technique used to make
replicable and valid inferences by interpreting and cod-
ing textual materials. By systematic evaluation of texts
(e.g., documents, oral communication, and graphics),
qualitative data can be converted into quantitative data.
Although the method has been used frequently in social
sciences, only recently has it become more prevalent
among organizational scholars.

3. Results

The content analysis of 70 recent geographical articles
(rural studies) showed that the main paradigm from the
ontological perspective of geographic research is positiv-
ism. Also, epistemologically, 54 articles were found to
have focused on the relationship between the researcher
and the researched subject. Finally, methodologically, the
main paradigm used in the reviewed papers was positiv-
ism.

4. Discussion

The fundamental divergence between qualitative and
quantitative inquiries lies in the logic of justification, not
methods or techniques. The two methodologies in ques-
tion were developed from two completely different on-
tological and epistemological perspectives, representing
two distinct worldviews or paradigms. Paradigms repre-
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sent one’s set of basic beliefs. As such, they must be ac-
cepted simply on faith. Every researcher should decide
which paradigm reflects his or her set of personal beliefs
and, thus, adhere to that worldview. It is argued that no one
research methodology is better or worse than the other as
both are proven to be useful in most research endeavors.
What is critical is the selection of an appropriate research
methodology for the inquiry at hand. Along the same line,
Merriman (1998) argues that getting started on a research
project begins with examining your own orientation to
basic tenets about the nature of reality, the purpose of do-
ing research, and the type of knowledge that can be pro-
duced. Given these descriptions, it can be summed up that
the selection of research methodologies depends on “fit-
ness for purpose” as termed by Tuli (2010).

5. Conclusion

Understanding of "language" as a base for being and
understanding of the problems from the local actors’ per-
spective is one of the main principles of every geographi-
cal research. The importance of "language" can also be
expressed as an alternative for questionnaires, statistical
methods, and software analysis techniques such as the
GIS software.
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